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Budget at a Glance

Infrastructure

The 2012‑13 Budget focuses on key Government priorities including
Territory 2030 and Working Future, with service delivery areas of health,
education and community safety, and underpinned by an infrastructure
program that supports the Territory economy and creates jobs for
Territorians.

Total Infrastructure Payments
2011-12

2012-13

Program Cash Program Cash
$M

$M

$M

$M

Budget Sector
Capital works

1 356

901

1 038

607

Grants

116

73

Repairs and maintenance

257

217

Infrastructure-related
Total Budget Sector

5

5

1 279

902

264

293

Power and Water Corporation
Capital works
Repairs and maintenance

85

87

349

380

1 628

1 282

Total Power and Water
Corporation
Total Infrastructure

Significant Territory Government
2012‑13 projects

Fiscal Position
The fiscal outlook for the Territory continues to be affected by the
downstream effects of the global financial crisis (GFC) and European
sovereign debt concerns, with further ongoing declines in GST revenue
from 2011‑12.
New recurrent spending initiatives have been largely contained to
health and community safety, while capital investment is being reduced
responsibly over the forward years on the back of an expected increase in
private sector activity in the Territory.
In addition, further efficiency measures have been implemented, resulting in
cumulative savings of $300 million.

Key Economic Indicators

Project

$M

Marine Supply Base

70

Royal Darwin Hospital upgrades

68

Affordable housing

48

New and upgraded remote health clinics

33

Alice Springs Hospital upgrades

19

In 2012-13, private investment is forecast
to increase by 47.9% to $6.3B with:
• engineering construction up by 89%;
• non-residential structures and
buildings up by 66%;

The Territory economy recorded growth of 1.6 per cent in 2010‑11.
Without the high public sector expenditure in that year, growth would have
been 0.2 per cent. The Territory economy is estimated to strengthen to
2.4 per cent in 2011‑12 reflecting increased private sector investment. In
2012‑13, economic growth in the Territory is forecast to strengthen further to
3.9 per cent, reflecting increased private business investment and improved
household confidence and consumption on the back of stronger jobs
growth.
Employment growth is forecast to increase to 2 per cent in 2012‑13
as economic activity strengthens, with population forecast to grow by
1.6 per cent in 2012‑13.

• machinery and equipment up by
54.4%; and

Key Economic Indicators

• residential construction activity up by
5.8%.
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2009‑10

2010‑11

%

%

2011‑12e 2012‑13f
%

%

e: estimate; f: forecast
1 Year ended June, year‑on‑year percentage change, inflation adjusted.
2 As at December, annual percentage change.
3 As at December, year‑on‑year percentage change.
Source: Northern Territory Treasury, ABS Cat. Nos 5220.0; 6202.0; 3101.0; 6401.0

10‑Year
Average
%

Operating Expenses

Housing Assistance

Funding to key service delivery agencies in 2012‑13 is:

Budget 2012-13 continues the
BuildBonus initiative to support the
construction of affordable housing
in the Territory. A one‑off grant of
$10 000 is available for homebuyers
who build or purchase a new home up
to the value of $600 000. BuildBonus
has been designed to increase
construction levels, and is available for
dwellings where contracts are signed
between 3 May 2011 and 30 June 2012
and construction commences after
3 May 2011.

• $1.2 billion for Health;
• $850 million for Education and Training;
• $450 million for Housing, Local Government and Regional Services;
• $343 million for Police, Fire and Emergency Services;
• $272 million for Justice;
• $264 million for Business and Employment; and
• $177 million for Children and Families.

Infrastructure
In the 2012‑13 Budget, infrastructure expenditure of $1.3 billion remains
significantly higher than long-term trends, but starts to step down to make
room for higher private sector investment. Although lower than 2011‑12,
the 2012‑13 infrastructure program remains significantly higher than the
long‑term trend.
The 2012‑13 Capital Works Program maintains the Government’s focus
on regional and remote areas, including Working Future, through ongoing
investment in housing and land release, upgrades to the Territory’s road
network, education and health facilities and essential infrastructure in
remote areas, supported by Commonwealth investment through the Remote
Indigenous Housing program.

Revenue
The Territory’s 2012‑13 receipts are expected to be $4.8 billion, comprising
59 per cent GST revenue, 22 per cent tied Commonwealth funding and
19 per cent own‑source revenue.
The Territory’s GST revenue for 2012‑13 is $125 million less than estimated
at the time of the 2011‑12 Budget because of a decline in national GST
collections, notwithstanding an $83 million increase as a result of higher
relativities due to the Commonwealth Grants Commission 2012 Update.

Lowest Taxes
Budget 2012-13 maintains the Territory as the lowest taxing jurisdiction
for small to medium business in Australia. Tax cuts since 2001 have saved
Territorians and Territory businesses $540 million.
Budget 2012‑13 continues generous stamp duty concessions provided to
all Territory homebuyers including:
• first homebuyers receive a stamp duty concession on the first $540 000
of the value of their home – a saving of up to $26 730;

The Territory also provides a $7000 grant
to first homebuyers purchasing or
building a new home up to the value of
$750 000. This is expected to provide
$7.5 million in assistance to first
homebuyers in 2012-13.
HOMESTART NT supports low to
middle‑income earners and first
homebuyers in home ownership.
The 2012‑13 Budget increases
HOMESTART NT purchase price
caps by $30 000 in Katherine, to a
total of $330 000, and by $15 000 in
Tennant Creek, to a total of $225 000,
and provides Territorians with access to
over 40% of properties on the market
with mortgage repayments of no more
than 30% of household income.
The Territory’s affordable rental company,
Venture Housing, will have 196 dwellings
available over the next 2-3 years. These
will be available for rental to low to middle
income earners at below market rates
in Johnston, Zuccoli, Maluka Drive and
Driver in Palmerston, as well as
Village@Parap.

• a $3500 principal place of residence rebate for non-first homebuyers;
and
• a concession of $8500 to assist senior Territorians and Pensioner and
Carer Concession cardholders to downsize or buy a home.

Budget at a Glance
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Fiscal Outlook

Intergovernmental Financial
Arrangements

The Territory economy is set to strengthen on the back of significant
resource‑based private sector projects. However, lower levels of investment
and spending at the national level, as a result of the downstream effects of
the GFC and the European sovereign debt crisis, have resulted in further
declines in Territory revenue.

Intergovernmental financial arrangements
continue to be of critical importance to
the Northern Territory’s Budget.
Total Revenue 2012-13

$M

Commonwealth revenue

3 683

Goods and services tax

Against this backdrop the fiscal outlook in the 2012‑13 Budget includes:
• an improved operating balance in 2011-12 but operating deficits
projected from 2012‑13, although reducing over the forward estimates;

2 704

Specific Purpose Payments

270

• substantial infrastructure investment of $1.3 billion in 2012-13;

National Partnership Payments

433

Other Commonwealth revenue

276

• cash outcome and fiscal balance projected to remain in deficit over the
budget cycle, although reducing from 2012-13; and

Own-source revenue

867

Total revenue

4 550

The major source of revenue to the
Territory remains the GST, with revenue
to the Territory now significantly lower
than that predicted prior to the GFC in all
years.
Annual Growth in National GST Collections
%
16
14
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Growth prior to GFC
Growth post GFC
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Year ended 30 June
Actual growth
Territory 2012-13 Budget estimate

• ratios of net debt and net financial liabilities to revenue increasing due
to substantially lower revenues and recognition of the liability associated
with the Darwin correctional facility in 2013-14.
Two of the Territory’s largest revenue sources, the GST and mining
royalties, are subject to external influences. The national GST collections
in 2011-12 are now expected to be $3.1 billion lower than predicted by the
Commonwealth a year ago, resulting in a further $163 million loss to the
Territory. Overall, to the end of 2011‑12, the Territory will have received over
$770 million less in GST revenue than projected prior to the GFC, with a
further loss of $760 million over the forward estimates.
Mining royalties declined by $21 million in 2011‑12 and $45 million in
2012‑13 associated with the higher Australian dollar and lower commodity
prices. The declines in revenue between 2011‑12 and 2014‑15 result in a
deterioration of the Territory’s budget outcomes, but this is $100 million less
than the reduction in these revenue sources.
General Government Fiscal Aggregates

GST Projections
$M
3200
2008-09 Budget

2800
2600

Estimate

Budget

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

Forward Estimates

$M

$M

$M

$M

$M

- 163

- 158

- 154

- 147

Fiscal balance

- 546

- 490

- 408

- 349

- 285

Cash outcome

- 491

- 449

- 373

- 317

- 278

Note: surplus (+), deficit (-)

2011-12
Budget

2400

2012-13 Budget

General Government Net Debt and Net Financial Liabilities (NFL)

2200
09

10
11
Year ended 30 June

12

13

Net debt ($M)
Net debt to revenue (%)
NFL ($M)
NFL to revenue (%)

4

2012-13

166

Operating balance

3000

2011-12

Budget Overview

2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

Estimate

Budget

1 689

2 174

3 095

3 381

3 627

35

48

66

71

74

5 444

5 760

6 525

6 864

7 137

113

127

140

144

146

Forward Estimates

Infrastructure

Government’s Fiscal Strategy

Total infrastructure payments in 2012-13 are estimated to be $1.3 billion,
including $929 million for capital projects and $348 million for repairs and
maintenance. Infrastructure spending remains higher than the pre‑GFC
average of $545 million, but will begin to reduce consistent with a
counter‑cyclical approach as major private sector projects commence.

Sustainable Service Provision

The Budget sector Capital Works program is $1.04 billion, with more than
67 per cent dedicated to housing, roads and transport, and economic and
community development.

Revenue
Territory revenue is expected to be $4.55 billion in 2012-13. This comprises
59 per cent GST revenue, 22 per cent in tied Commonwealth funding and
19 per cent Territory own-source revenue. Total receipts are $4.8 billion.
The Territory’s tax and mining royalty revenue in 2012-13 totals
$526.8 million as shown below.
Mining royalties
$117.7M

Taxes on insurance
$35.9M

Target: Expenditure growth not to
exceed revenue growth, excluding tied
Commonwealth funding.
Assessment: Untied expenditure
increases by 3.0% compared to untied
revenues of 5.4% over the forward years.

Infrastructure for Economic and
Community Development
Target: Maintain infrastructure investment
at appropriate levels.
Assessment: Infrastructure spending
projected to be greater than twice the
depreciation expense in all years.

Competitive Tax Environment
Target: Ensure Territory taxes and
charges are competitive with the average
of the states and territories.

Motor vehicle taxes
$51.9M

Taxes on gambling
$51.7M

Taxes on employers
$176.8M

Assessment: Taxation effort below the
state average.

Prudent Management of Liabilities
Target: Reduce debt to pre-GFC levels
once the economy rebounds.

Taxes on property
$92.8M

Expenses
Territory expenses are estimated to be $4.7 billion in 2012-13 with total cash
payments, including capital investment, of $5.3 billion. The key functions of
health, education, and public order and safety comprise 59 per cent of total
expenses.
Other industry services $672M

General public services $92M

Transport and
communications $213M

Assessment: While debt will increase
over the Budget cycle, once the economy
improves, debt levels are to reduce on
average by 5% per annum of additional
debt incurred.
Comparison of Revenue Reduction and
Cash Outcomes
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
Estimate Budget Forward Estimates Total

Public order and
safety $576M

Recreation and
culture $170M

$M

$M

$M

$M

- 21

- 45

- 32

- 32 - 130

GST revenue

- 163

- 125

- 131

- 120 - 539

Total

- 184

- 170

- 163

- 152

- 669

Cash outcome - 103
deterioration

- 188

- 156

- 120

- 567

Mining
royalties
Education $1023M

Housing and community
amenities $457M

$M

Social security and
welfare $337M

Health $1173M

Fiscal Outlook
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Working Future

Indigenous Essential Services

The Working Future strategy aims to improve the lives of Territorians living
in remote areas. The Working Future Policy was announced in 2009 and
since that time significant investment has been made in housing, essential
services, roads, police stations, education, health services and child
protection. The 2012-13 Budget continues this priority investment.

Indigenous Essential Services provide
power, water and sewerage infrastructure
necessary to support expanding housing
and other critical facilities such as
schools and health centres in remote
communities in the Territory. The 2012-13
Budget includes $76.76M to upgrade
and maintain essential services in remote
areas, including:
• $53.3M in operating expenses,
including fuel costs, and for essential
services officers located in remote
communities;
• $16.5M for minor capital projects; and
• $7M for water supply upgrades
in remote communities including
$2.2M for Ntaria, $3M for Lajamanu
and $1.8M for Maningrida.

Outstations Support
The 2012-13 Budget provides $27.3M
to support outstations including an
additional $15M in Territory funding and
$5M from the Commonwealth for the
provision of essential services, and a
further $7.3M for housing management
and maintenance programs.

Working Future Infrastructure
Total
$M
Working Future by function
Housing and related works

297.7

Roads and transport

45.3

Education

35.7

Health

34.5

Community safety

20.0

Total

6

433.2

Budget Overview

Remote Housing
Funding in the 2012-13 Budget continues to support upgrades and
construction of housing in Territory Growth Towns. In 2012‑13, the Territory
and Commonwealth governments are providing $224.5 million for public
housing and related works in remote communities to support Working
Future. This includes $187.6 million for remote Indigenous housing and
related infrastructure, under the Remote Indigenous Housing program. A
further $44.4 million is provided for government employee housing for more
nurses, teachers and police in remote towns.

Education
Working Future supports education in Growth Towns and other remote
areas under the Strong Start, Bright Futures framework, which aims to
provide quality education from early childhood, student engagement,
and a transition to real and sustainable employment. Improving
education outcomes in remote areas is also supported by Territory and
Commonwealth investment under the Smarter Schools, Closing the Gap and
Stronger Futures National Partnerships.
Initiatives for remote students in the 2012-13 Budget include:
• $23.45 million for continuation of 170 teachers for remote schools;
• $4.4 million to expand counselling and support services;
• $1.6 million for a new classroom block at Kalkarindji School;
• $1 million for an early learning centre on Elcho Island;
• $1.9 million for a child care centre at Ntaria;
• $1.1 million to replace an administration block at Walungurru School; and
• $12.55 million to expand reforms to increase the number of Indigenous
teachers, quality literacy and numeracy teaching, and student
re‑engagement.

Health
The 2012‑13 Budget enhances health care in rural and remote areas
through a $13.6 million expansion of Top End Aeromedical Retrieval
Services and $10.7 million for the Patient Assistance Travel Scheme to
support rural and remote Territorians who require specialist health services.
$33 million, including Commonwealth funding, has also been provided for
new and upgraded health clinics in Borroloola, Elliott, Galiwin’ku, Milingimbi,
Ngukurr, Ntaria, Papunya and Pirlangimpi.

Transport

Employment and Training

To further improve transportation links between Territory Growth Towns and
surrounding communities, the 2012‑13 Budget includes:

A skilled workforce, in conjunction with
employment opportunities, is important
to develop Growth Towns as regional
economic hubs. The 2012-13 Budget
will support Indigenous economic
participation through:

• $10 million in Commonwealth and Territory government funding to
continue upgrading the Central Arnhem Road, targeted pavement
upgrades and the provision of overtaking opportunities;
• $7.5 million to upgrade and seal airstrips, including $2.5 million at
Canteen Creek, $2.5 million at Utopia and $2.5 million at Yarralin;
• $4 million to upgrade barge landings at Gapuwiyak and
Wurrumiyanga; and
• $2 million for continuation of the upgrade and seal of the Tanami Road.

Safe Communities
The 2012-13 Budget provides improved policing measures including
$13.3 million for the continuation of work on police stations in Gapuwiyak
and Ramingining, $1.5 million to convert the existing Numbulwar Police
Post to provide a permanent sworn officer presence, $2.5 million to provide
overnight facilities in five remote communities and $16.5 million to continue
to support 60 remote police positions. The 2012‑13 Budget also includes
preventative measures including $0.3 million to expand youth diversion
programs in Katherine and Tennant Creek.

Child Protection
The Territory Government will spend an additional $7.1 million, towards
a total of $33.7 million, in 2012‑13 as part of the Safe Children, Bright
Futures Strategic Framework 2011‑2015 to expand, increase and reform
child protection services, with a particular focus on remote areas. Child
protection funding in the 2012-13 Budget for remote areas includes:
• $11.2 million for education and training of child protection workers and
case load ratio improvement;
• $7.2 million for increased foster care payments, additional funding for
Foster Care NT and assistance to improve residential care services;
• $6.04 million for additional family support measures and the roll-out of
Community Child Safety and Wellbeing Teams in Growth
Towns;

• $30M for the Territory’s three‑year
Indigenous employment package for
shire councils to support core local
government service delivery with
$8.4M in Territory funding and a further
$1.6M from the Commonwealth in
2012-13;
• $20M in Commonwealth funding for
an employment program in remote
communities to complement the
ongoing housing program under
the National Partnership Agreement
on Remote Indigenous Housing,
working in conjunction with the
Community Development Employment
Projects (CDEP) program providers
including the shires;
• $5.29M for a new training facility
and classrooms at Angurugu and
refurbishment of a kitchen at Alyangula
to provide for VET programs;
• $3.56M for a new training facility
to provide Vocational Education
and Training (VET) programs at the
Ngukurr Trade Centre; and
• $2.85M for new training facilities at
Gunbalanya and Jabiru schools to
provide VET programs.

• $3.47 million to support the implementation of new
legislation, policies and workforce reforms;
• $2.92 million for an Aboriginal child, youth and families peak
body Strong Aboriginal Families, Together and Aboriginal
Child Care agencies; and
• $2.87 million for community education, foster care
recruitment and hospital‑based inter-agency teams to deal
with complex child abuse cases.

Working Future
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Infrastructure and Business

Box Heading
Improving
Major Roads

Investing in the Territory

•In box
2012-13,
bullet the Budget includes a $260M
infrastructure program for Territory
roads and national highways, funded
by the Territory and Commonwealth
governments. Major projects include:

The Territory’s record investment in infrastructure in recent years has offset
the decline in private sector investment while the Territory was between
major projects. New major projects are now commencing, allowing the
Government to step back from its record investments in the last three years.
The 2012-13 Budget provides a total infrastructure budget of $1.3 billion.

• $27M for strengthening and widening,
flood immunity and road safety
improvements under the National
Network roads program;

Major highlights in the 2012-13 infrastructure program include:

• $8.5M for the duplication of
Howard Springs Road from the
Stuart Highway to Whitewood Road
and associated upgrades including
Gunn Point Road;
• $5M to complete the seal on
Namatjira Drive as part of the Mereenie
Loop; and
• $4M for strengthening and
widening targeted sections of the
Arnhem Highway.
$85M is also provided to repair and
maintain roads across the Territory.

Industrial Land Release

• $340 million for housing in the Territory including:
–– $188 million for remote Indigenous housing and related infrastructure;
–– $60 million for urban public housing;
–– $48 million for NRAS dwellings; and
–– $44 million for government employee housing for more nurses, teachers
and police in remote towns.
• $95 million for education infrastructure including:
–– $9.86 million for special education upgrades to Taminmin College,
Palmerston Senior College, Henbury School, Kintore Street School and
Acacia Hill School, completion of the new Nemarluk School in Alawa
and design works for the new Bellamack Special School; and
–– $33.8 million for repairs and maintenance across the Territory.
• $175 million for health infrastructure including:
–– $33 million for remote health centres in Borroloola, Elliott, Galiwin’ku,
Milingimbi, Ngukurr, Ntaria, Papunya and Pirlangimpi;

Budget 2012‑13 supports Territory
business and jobs with continuing works
of $64.9M to develop industrial land,
including:

–– $10.3 million for early works and to commence construction of the new
$110 million Palmerston Hospital;

• $15.5M for the first stage water supply
headworks at Middle Arm industrial
precinct; and

–– $3.7 million to redevelop the Tennant Creek Hospital emergency
department.

• $14.4M for the development of
industrial land in the vicinity of
Wishart Road, East Arm.

–– $7.7 million for patient accommodation at Katherine Hospital; and

• $36 million for new and improved police, fire and emergency services
infrastructure, including:
–– $13.3 million to continue works to deliver multipurpose police stations at
Gapuwiyak and Ramingining;
–– $2.7 million to complete the new Berrimah Fire Station; and
–– $1.5 million for the Numbulwar Police Post.

Regional Migration Agreement
To assist in alleviating skill shortages that are expected to occur from
simultaneous major projects from the second half of 2011-12, negotiations
are in progress between the Territory and Commonwealth governments to
establish Regional Migration Agreements (RMAs). The RMA program aims
to assist small businesses that may find it difficult to use standard migration
programs and backfill gaps in their workforce, while ensuring local workers
remain the first choice for employers.

8

Budget Overview

Supporting Business

Major Projects

Ensuring Territory businesses are able to meet the demands of a growing
economy is a key focus of the Government. The 2012-13 Budget makes
it easier to do business in the Territory and develop potential through
employer incentives and industry and business up-skilling. In 2012-13,
the Budget includes measures to increase the number of workers in skill
shortage areas including:

INPEX
On 13 January 2012, INPEX made its
final investment decision, confirming
it would construct a two-train liquefied
natural gas (LNG) processing plant at
Blaydin Point on Darwin Harbour.

• $2.5 million, in conjunction with the Commonwealth, for the Indigenous
Training Employment Program to support employment of working age
Indigenous Territorians in regional and remote communities; and

The $34B project includes approximately
$13B expenditure on shore in the Darwin
region. This expenditure includes:

• $1.48 million for the Industry Development Support Program to assist
peak industry associations to grow the capability and capacity of local
industry, and develop and grow a skilled workforce.

• construction of the processing facility;

Further measures to make it easier to do business in the Territory include:

• construction of a workers’ village
at Howard Springs, to house up to
3000 workers.

• $1.9 million to provide businesses with start‑up, licensing and planning
assistance through Territory Business Centres;
• $1.57 million to assist in business development including the Trade
Support Scheme, Industry Development Grant Scheme, Territory
Business Growth Grants Program and Business Upskills initiative; and
• $0.23 million to establish Territory business technology support to assist
business to adopt e‑business solutions.

Supporting Tourism Growth
Budget 2012-13 maintains the Territory Government’s commitment to
support and develop the Territory’s tourism industry marketing and
destination development with funding of $41.5 million including:
• $3.4 million for business development and marketing support to improve
airline access to the Territory;
• $1.7 million to attract business events to the Territory, including
conferences, exhibitions, corporate meetings and incentive travel; and
• $1.5 million towards China market activation including in‑market
campaigns, improved China-specific digital assets and working with the
local tourism industry to improve China readiness.

Resources Industry Growth
The 2012-13 Budget includes measures to develop Territory industry, while
maintaining a focus on environmental standards, including:
• $3.8 million under the three‑year renewal of the Bringing Forward
Discovery initiative to stimulate mineral and petroleum exploration and
attract exploration investment into the Territory;
• $0.86 million to improve mango export access to overseas markets and
undertake initiatives to lengthen the mango yield period; and
• $0.5 million to expand markets for Northern Territory live cattle and
horticultural products in South East Asia.

• laying of the gas transportation
pipeline; and

Marine Supply Base
A $105M Marine Supply Base is to be
constructed to service the offshore oil
and gas exploration and production
industries. The 2012-13 Budget provides:
• $11M for early works and connecting
essential services to the Marine Supply
Base site; and
• $70M for stage 1 construction.
Darwin Correctional Facility
The 2012-13 Budget includes $11.5M for
headworks for the new $495M Darwin
Correctional Facility.
Construction of the new facility began
in early 2012 and is expected to be
completed by June 2014. The project
is being delivered as a public private
partnership.
Palmerston Hospital
The 2012-13 Budget includes $10.3M
for early works and to commence
construction of the $110M project.
The Palmerston Hospital will include a
fully equipped Emergency Department,
and provide day procedures, in-patient
beds, some maternity services and
outpatient services. It is expected to be
completed in late 2015.

Infrastructure and Business
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Housing the Territory

Affordable Housing

The 2012‑13 Budget continues the Territory Government’s commitment
to provide affordable and appropriate housing to meet the needs of all
Territorians. The 2012-13 Budget encourages increased home ownership
through the continued release of residential land, the introduction of
home warranty insurance, continued stamp duty concessions and
HOMESTART NT assistance. Housing infrastructure of $340 million is also
provided to construct, redevelop or repair public and affordable housing,
government employee housing and essential services infrastructure in
remote communities.

The 2012-13 Budget continues the
Territory’s affordable land release
strategy, with 15% of lots in Government
land releases to be set aside for
affordable and social housing.
An additional $47.6M is included in
the 2012‑13 Budget to commence
construction of 140 affordable housing
dwellings in Johnston, Zuccoli and
Maluka Drive. On completion, these
dwellings will be transferred to the newly
established affordable rental housing
company, Venture Housing, for rental to
low to middle-income earners at below
market rates.
Venture Housing has contracted the
Territory’s Troppo Architects to design
21 affordable dwellings in Driver, with
construction expected to commence
next year.
The 2012-13 Budget will see the
opening of Village@Parap, the Territory
Government’s first major redevelopment
of a public housing site. This 100 unit
development will include 35 units of
affordable rental accommodation,
targeted at low to middle-income
earners, at below market rate. A further
ten public housing units will be available
for senior Territorians.

Additional Land Release
The Government’s Housing the Territory plan continues the commitment to
release land over the next four years, with the 2012-13 Budget providing:
• $15.9 million to continue headworks infrastructure in Johnston and
Zuccoli in Palmerston East; and
• $3.5 million to continue the $13.5 million development of the new suburb
of Kilgariff in Alice Springs.

HOMESTART NT
HOMESTART NT is a Territory Government initiative that supports low to
middle-income earners and first homebuyers to purchase their own home
through shared equity loans, low deposits and a $10 000 interest free
loan for costs associated with purchasing a house. The 2012-13 Budget
provides increased HOMESTART NT purchase price caps in Katherine and
Tennant Creek.
Income Levels
Household Size

Income

Household Size

Income

1

$80 000

4

$112 500

2

$97 500

5

$120 000

3

$105 000

6 or more

$127 500

Purchase Price Caps

Purchase price cap

Darwin and
Palmerston

Katherine

Tennant
Creek

Alice
Springs

$530 000

$330 000

$225 000

$435 000

BuildBonus
The 2012-13 Budget allocates funding for the extended BuildBonus
scheme, providing a $10 000 grant to all new homebuyers purchasing or
building a new home up to the value of $600 000. The scheme has been
extended by six months to 30 June 2012.
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Support for Homebuyers

Supported Accommodation

The 2012-13 Budget sees the introduction of the Home Warranty
Insurance package to provide protection for homebuyers from
unforeseen circumstances during construction. The package includes
the establishment of a fidelity fund, to protect the consumer from contract
non‑completion and non‑compliance and other defects of residential
building works.

The 2012-13 Budget delivers $5.7M
to operate managed short‑term
accommodation facilities across the
Territory, including:

Homebuyer Assistance
The 2012-13 Budget will continue to provide assistance to all Territory
homebuyers through stamp duty concessions and grants:
• first homebuyers receive a stamp duty exemption on the first $540 000 of
the value of their home, resulting in a saving of up to $26 730;
• principal place of residence stamp duty rebate of $3500 for non-first
homebuyers;
• concession of $8500 to assist senior Territorians and Pensioner and Carer
Concession cardholders to downsize or buy a home; and
• a $7000 grant to first homebuyers purchasing or building a new home up
to the value of $750 000.

Public Housing
The 2012-13 Budget continues to build public housing stock in urban and
remote areas with $248 million to construct, upgrade or repair dwellings
including:
• $6.3 million for public housing units in Darwin and Palmerston, including
$2.4 million for Rosebery and $3.9 million for the northern suburbs;

• $0.8M to manage the Apmere Mwerre
Visitor Park, a short-term
accommodation facility in Alice Springs
to house up to 150 visitors;
• $1.2M to operate a transitional
accommodation facility providing up to
78 beds at Crerar Road Berrimah; and
• $3.7M to address homelessness
through tenancy support programs
and managed accommodation.
The 2012-13 Budget also delivers
$0.5M, as part of a $1M two-year
Intensive Support Tenancy Enabling
Program, to provide intensive tenancy
support and case management to
assist tenants transitioning from town
camps into urban public housing in
Alice Springs to develop their capacity to
maintain an independent public housing
tenancy.

• $10.6 million under the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness
to construct additional social housing to support families who are
homeless or at risk of homelessness;
• $33.3 million to repair, refurbish and redevelop
public housing dwellings;
• $162 million under the National Partnership
Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing to
improve remote Indigenous housing and related
infrastructure; and
• $26 million to provide land servicing and essential
services infrastructure in Territory Growth Towns.

Government Employee Housing
The 2012-13 Budget includes $44.4 million to build
new, and upgrade existing, government employee
housing in remote areas.

Housing the Territory

11

Regional H

2012-13 Budget

Darwin
Box Heading
••
•
•
•

•
•
•

• $22.02M to increase the number of
beds in the Emergency Department
$699.74M
box bullet for better health
and Short Stay Unit and to provide
$323.16M for better schooling
an additional two operating theatres
$231.49M for safer communities
at the Royal Darwin Hospital
$37.79M for a high voltage electrical • $13.29M to support business
system, chiller and stand-by power • $11.55M for the Stokes Hill Wharf
upgrade at Royal Darwin Hospital
restoration
$27.8M for community development • $9.14M for the Tiger Brennan Drive
$26.49M for jobs and training
duplication – Dinah Beach Road to
Woolner Road
$24.73M for lifestyle and
environment

Palmerston and Litchfield
• $153.81M for better schooling
• $81M for early works and stage 1
construction of the Marine Supply
Base
• $77M for safer communities
• $47.57M for residential
development including National
Rental Affordability Scheme
• $27.4M for community development

Katherine
•
•
•
•
•

$87.07M for better schooling
$61.97M for better health
$27.15M for safer communities
$18.6M for community development
$7.7M to construct a 12-room,
24-bed accommodation facility at
Katherine Hospital
• $7.21M for jobs and training
• $5.93M to construct a new
remote health centre at Ngukurr

Territory‑wide
•

•
•
•
•

Top En
Palmerston Rural
and Litchfield

• $15.94M for headworks for the new
suburbs at Palmerston East
• $11.5M to continue headworks
for the Doug Owston Correctional
Facility
• $10.3M for the Palmerston Hospital
• $9.65M for lifestyle and environment
• $6.57M to support business
• $6.47M for jobs and training
• $3.59M for better health

Katherin

• $5.45M to support business
• $4.63M to upgrade the Lajamanu
airstrip
• $3.56M for a new training facility at
the Ngukurr Trade Training Centre
• $1.8M for primary school upgrades
at the Kintore Street School
• $1.66M for lifestyle and environment
• $1.39M for facilities at Tomato Island
campground

• $44.4M for new and upgraded
housing for teachers, health care
$187.57M for Remote Indigenous
professionals and other government
Housing including land servicing
employees in remote locations
and essential services infrastructure
• $36.58M to support business
$79.74M for better health
• $35.7M for community development
$57.67M for roadworks on the
• $32.07M for jobs and training
national network
• $7.75M for continuation of the
$51.05M for safer communities
Roads to Recovery Program
$45.02M for lifestyle and
• $7.37M for overtaking opportunities
environment
on the Stuart Highway between
Katherine and Darwin
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Darwin

Centra

• $5.45M to redevelop existing public
housing unit complexes
• $5.13M for better schooling
• $3M for the Urban Arterial Traffic
Management Program
• $2.53M for solar array projects at
various schools under the National
Solar Schools Program
• $2.34M for level crossing upgrades
to improve safety at selected rail
crossings

Highlights

nd

Top End Rural

• $3.69M
to support business
Box
Heading

• $3.57M
$62.92M for better health
• box
bullet to upgrade and seal
selected stream crossings on
$50.47M for better schooling
Fog Bay Road
$10.84M for safer communities
• $3.53M for lifestyle and environment
$8.26M for upgrades to Port Keats
• $2.85M for new training facilities at
Road
Gunbalanya and Jabiru schools
• $5.49M for jobs and training
• $2M to upgrade the Wurrumiyanga
• $4.19M to strengthen and
barge landing
widen targeted sections of the
• $0.6M for community development
Arnhem Highway
•
•
•
•

East Arnhem

East Arnhem

ne

Barkly

• $100.4M for Remote Indigenous
Housing
• $87.89M for better schooling
• $55.92M for better health
• $13.31M to construct multipurpose
police stations at Ramingining and
Gapuwiyak
• $12.46M for safer communities
• $10.9M to construct new
remote health centres at Galiwin’ku
and Milingimbi

Barkly

al Australia

Central Australia
•
•
•
•

$316.2M for better health
$147M for better schooling
$94.12M for safer communities
$41.16M for community
development
• $17.8M for Remote Indigenous
Housing
• $15.79M for jobs and training

•
•
•
•

$39.84M for better schooling
$25.76M for better health
$17M for safer communities
$6.17M to construct a new
remote health centre at Elliott
• $5M for community development
• $4.48M for jobs and training

• $13.88M for lifestyle and
environment
• $6.9M to support business
• $6.4M to construct a new
remote health centre at Ntaria
• $5.78M to construct a 20-bed
supported accommodation and
driving offender program centre
at the Alice Springs Correctional
Centre
• $5M to complete the sealing of
Namatjira Drive, Red Centre Way

• $8.67M to upgrade and seal the
road from Angurugu to Umbakumba
• $8.55M for the Central Arnhem
Road upgrade
• $6.65M for community development
• $6.59M for jobs and training
• $5.29M for a new training facility
and classrooms at Angurugu
• $2M to upgrade the barge landing
and hardstand area at Gapuwiyak
• $0.67M for lifestyle and environment

• $3.7M to upgrade the Emergency
Department at Tennant Creek
Hospital
• $2.5M to upgrade and seal the
existing airstrip at Canteen Creek
• $1.53M to support business
• $1.3M for a fire safety upgrade at
Tennant Creek Hospital
• $0.48M for lifestyle and environment

• $5M for remediation and upgrade
of operating theatres and wards at
Alice Springs Hospital
• $4.58M to provide new
infrastructure to support an
additional 50 prisoners at the
Alice Springs Correctional Centre
• $3.9M for redevelopment of the
Greatorex Building for Alice Springs
Police Station
• $3.5M for headworks to service the
development of the new suburb of
Kilgariff
Regional Highlights
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Education and Training

Supporting At‑Risk Youth

The 2012-13 Budget provides $850 million for the Department of Education
and Training including $686 million to deliver quality education outcomes
through Territory Government schools and $164 million for non‑government
schools. The Budget also provides $100 million for the Department of
Business and Employment to grow and up-skill the Territory’s workforce.

The 2012-13 Budget continues to expand
services aimed at re-engaging and
improving education outcomes for at-risk
youth including:
• an additional $4.6M to establish a
re‑engagement centre for disengaged
students in the Darwin, Palmerston and
Top End regions including:
–– $0.8M to fit-out a re‑engagement
centre in Malak;
–– $3.02M to co-locate a range of
transition support services; and
–– $0.79M to expand enrolment and
attendance initiatives to a total of
$4.84M under the Every Child Every
Day strategy; and

A Smart Territory
Improving education outcomes, in particular numeracy and literacy, and
closing the gap for Indigenous students are key priorities under the Territory
Government’s Territory 2030 Strategic Plan. The 2012-13 Budget provides a
range of initiatives to support improved education outcomes, with:
• $2.15 million to expand stage 1 implementation of the Australian
Curriculum to a total of $3 million;
• $1.47 million, towards a total of $10.16 million, to expand ‘virtual’ remote
early childhood service hubs and Families as First Teachers programs;
• $1 million, towards a total of $2.38 million, for a state-of-the-art student
administration management system;

• $1.2M to expand counselling and
resilience support services with a
focus on very remote communities; and

• $0.35 million to expand positive behaviour support in schools, to a total
of $2.24 million, including rollout of the Positive Behaviour initiative,
anti‑bullying strategies and peer mediation training; and

• the 2012-13 Budget also includes
$1M to upgrade facilities at the
Alice Springs Youth Hub.

• $0.2 million as part of a $3.17 million implementation of the new
Northern Territory Certificate of Education and Training.

Investing in Schools and VET
The 2012-13 Budget provides $3.6M to
upgrade 13 schools including:

The 2012-13 Budget also provides strategic utilisation of the Territory’s
co‑investment of $17 million, and additional complementary investment,
leveraging Commonwealth funding of $62.5 million under the Smarter
Schools and Stronger Futures National Partnerships, including:

• Alekerange, Yuendumu, Utopia, Millner,
Jingili, Casuarina Street, Moulden,
Papunya, Ramingining, Umbakumba,
Wugularr, Batchelor and Berry Springs.

• $23.45 million for continuation of 170 teachers for remote schools;

The 2012-13 Budget also includes
Working Futures investment of:

• $5.16 million to address barriers to education experienced by
disadvantaged students including continued investment in Strong Start
Bright Futures colleges; and

• $5.29M for a training facility and
classrooms at Angurugu and kitchen
refurbishment at Alyangula;
• $3.56M for a new training facility at the
Ngukurr Trade Centre;
• $2.85M for new training facilities at
Gunbalanya and Jabiru schools;
• $1.6M to upgrade Kalkarindji School;
• $1.1M to replace the administration
block at the Walungurru School; and
• $1.87M for a child care centre at Ntaria.
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• $12.55 million under Stronger Futures to continue and expand a range of
reforms in remote schools resulting in more Indigenous teachers, quality
literacy and numeracy teaching, and re‑engagement of students;

• $3.87 million to continue training and supporting teachers with
evidence‑based teaching of literacy and numeracy.
The 2012-13 Budget also includes $9.6 million to support higher education
at Charles Darwin University (CDU), including an additional $2 million
ongoing from 2011-12 to establish a CDU city campus, consistent with the
Territory 2030 goal of Darwin becoming a recognised university town.

Supporting Teachers

A Skilled Territory

Supporting teachers to enable the Territory to attract, train, place, develop
and retain quality teaching staff in schools and classrooms is a core
element of the Territory Government’s education strategy. The 2012-13
Budget supports over 3000 teaching staff in schools across the Territory.

Growing and enabling a skilled Territory
workforce is integral to the Territory’s
economic performance and ability to
respond to and capitalise on investment
opportunities such as the INPEX project.

2012-13 Budget initiatives to support quality teaching include:
• $1.56 million to lead the national Teach Remote initiative including the
National Alliance for Remote Indigenous Schools teacher recruitment,
selection and support programs;
• $1.28 million to continue providing English as a Second Language
training and support for teachers;
• $1.2 million to continue to support 50 Specialist Teacher positions in
identified schools; and
• an additional eight attendance and truancy officers under the Every Child
Every Day strategy.

A Boost for Special Needs Students
The 2012-13 Budget delivers $9.86 million in upgrades to Special Education
infrastructure to improve facilities for special needs students including:
• $2.75 million for a special education centre at Taminmin College;
• $2 million to expand facilities at Henbury School;
• $2 million to continue works on special education classes at Palmerston
Senior College;
• $1.8 million for upgrades at the Kintore Street School in Katherine;
• $0.9 million to upgrade the preschool and drop-off area at Acacia Hill
School;
• $0.41 million to complete the new Nemarluk School in Alawa; and
• design work on the Bellamack Special School will also be undertaken in
2012‑13.
The 2012-13 Budget delivers $41.8 million for support services for students
with intellectual disabilities and students with high level behavioural and
emotional difficulties including:

The 2012-13 Budget provides $100M
towards training and apprentices to grow
a skilled Territory workforce as well as:
• $1.39M for the continuation of support
programs for employers of apprentices
in occupations with skill shortages
and apprentices from disadvantaged
groups;
• $1.3M for the WorkWear/WorkGear
program to help apprentices and
trainees with the costs of buying
work wear and other work‑related
necessities during the first year of their
apprenticeship or traineeship with a
$300 start‑up grant. $1000 is available
for people who undertake training in
identified skill shortage areas;
• $1M per annum for 10 000 apprentice
and trainee commencements between
2009 and 2012;
• Work Ready funding of $0.9M to
continue to help young Territorians
transition from school into
apprenticeships and traineeships; and
• $0.25M to continue providing
vocational education and training, and
work experience programs for students
in the middle years of schooling,
particularly young Indigenous men.

• $1.97 million from the More Support for Students with
Disabilities National Partnership Agreement over two years
to expand services in speech therapy, assistive technology,
autism, and school-based special education teachers and
support officers; and
• $1.1 million to expand Positive Learning Centres in Alice
Springs, Katherine, Darwin and Palmerston for students
demonstrating extreme and challenging behaviours; and
enhanced Autism Spectrum Disorder professional support
in Palmerston and Darwin.

Education and Training
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Community Safety

Enough
Box
Heading
is Enough Alcohol
•Reforms
box bullet

The Territory Government is focused on building police services, tackling
alcohol‑related crimes and antisocial behaviour and improving community
safety across the Territory. The 2012‑13 Budget builds on significant
community safety investment through the Enough is Enough alcohol reforms
and the New Era in Corrections initiative.

Reducing alcohol‑related crime and
antisocial behaviour is a key priority of
the Territory Government. The 2012‑13
Budget delivers the third year of the
$71.5M five‑year Alcohol Reforms
package, with:
• $4M for enhanced urban and remote
treatment and rehabilitation services
including outreach services, withdrawal
support and clinical support;
• $4.4M to continue to support the
Banned Drinker Register and provide
identification scanners to help enforce
problem drinker bans;
• $4.2M for a SMART Court and Alcohol
and Other Drugs Tribunal; and
• $0.8M for nurses to be stationed in
Darwin, Alice Springs and Katherine
watch houses to provide an increased
level of health screening for people in
custody.

New Era in Corrections
The 2012‑13 Budget delivers $20.4M
under the $120M New Era in Corrections
package to break the cycle of
re‑offending, through:
• improving prisoner rehabilitation
options;
• targeting prisoner education and
training towards areas of skill shortage
to get prisoners into sustainable
employment after release; and
• new court orders to compel offenders
into education and rehabilitation.
Prisoners at the Barkly Work Camp will
participate in community work projects,
linking prisoner rehabilitation to jobs to
break the cycle of crime.
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Getting Tougher on Crime
The 2012‑13 Budget provides $11.5 million to continue headworks for
the new Doug Owston Correctional Centre and secure Mental Health
Behavioural Management Facility in Holtze. The purpose‑built facilities
costing $495 million and being delivered as a public private partnership
will enable the delivery of rehabilitation, education and training
programs needed to reduce re‑offending rates and provide appropriate
accommodation for prisoners with mental health issues. The 2012-13
Budget also delivers 189 new prisoner beds including:
• $3.53 million for the provision of an additional 95 prisoner beds at the
Darwin Correctional Centre, to be established in existing buildings;
• $6.59 million for 50 additional beds and associated support infrastructure
at the Alice Springs Correctional Centre, including new education and
training facilities;
• $1.55 million for the provision of an additional 24 beds at the Barkly Work
Camp, near Tennant Creek, increasing capacity to 74 beds;
• $6.92 million for a 20‑bed specialised facility for treatment and training
programs for driving offences and other non‑violent crime offenders, to
be built on the Alice Springs Correctional Centre site; and
• $1.61 million to provide an additional ten alcohol and other drug treatment
beds and programs in Darwin and Alice Springs as an alternative to
imprisonment.

Police and Community Safety Services
The Territory Government is committed to providing a safer community, and
in conjunction with the Commonwealth Government, is providing support
through the 2012-13 Budget for:
• an extra 94 police as part of a $49 million agreement with the
Commonwealth Department of Immigration and Citizenship for the
provision of policing services to respond to incidents in Immigration
Detention facilities in the Territory, including $22 million in 2012‑13;
• $7.37 million for Police Beats;
• $2.3 million for intervention and case management services in Darwin,
Palmerston, Katherine and Alice Springs and a night patrol service in
Darwin;

• $1.75 million for CCTV monitoring in Darwin, Casuarina, Palmerston and
Alice Springs;
• $1.2 million for public housing safety officers to patrol public housing
complexes;
• $0.97 million to maintain the First Response Patrol;
• $0.4 million to support community education on safe drinking to
complement alcohol management plans;
• $16.5 million for the continuation of 60 remote police positions through
the Stronger Futures package;
• $13.3 million to continue works on the Gapuwiyak and Ramingining police
stations as part of the Working Future strategy;
• $1.5 million for Numbulwar Police Post;
• $2.5 million for overnight facilities at Mt Liebig, Areyonga, Robinson River,
Epenarra and Angurugu; and
• $0.4 million to reduce substance abuse through dog units in Darwin,
Alice Springs and Katherine and substance abuse intelligence units in
Alice Springs and Katherine.

Youth Justice
The 2012‑13 Budget focuses on delivering a coordinated response to
young people across the spectrum of the youth justice system, including
preventative justice, policing, court systems and processes, community and
family support, and legislation.
The 2012‑13 Budget provides an additional $2 million for services to
support the establishment of the Youth Justice Unit and progress the
recommendations of the Review of the Youth Justice System in the Territory.

Fire and Emergency Services
The 2012‑13 Budget supports fire and
emergency services across the Territory
by investing $35.3M, including:
• $5.3M to continue resourcing the Fire
and Rescue Service to meet current
and future fire and emergency risks;
• $4.1M for operational costs associated
with the new Berrimah Fire Station; and
• $0.41M to continue the training
and education section of the
Northern Territory Fire and Rescue
Service, and maintain national security
obligations.
In addition the 2012-13 Budget provides
$2.7M in capital to complete the
$12.3M Berrimah Fire Station, due to be
operational later this year. The complex
will include:
• a purpose‑built fire station;
• a multi‑level training tower;
• a new special operations building for
maintenance and storage of technical
equipment; and
• a state‑of‑the‑art Northern Territory
Emergency Service Darwin volunteer
unit.

Additional funding includes:
• $0.9 million to establish the Youth Justice Unit and implement
recommendations of the review;
• $0.3 million for the continued operation of expanded Youth Diversion
Units in Katherine and Tennant Creek;
• $0.1 million from 2012‑13 for increased community-based diversion
programs in Katherine and Tennant Creek; and
• $0.7 million, to a total of $1.4 million for the operation of the Alice Springs
Juvenile Detention Centre.
$1 million is also provided for renovations to the Youth Justice Court in
Darwin.

Community Safety
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Health and Families

Child Protection

The 2012‑13 Budget provides $1.4 billion to improve the health and
wellbeing of Territorians, particularly children and young people, including
$1.2 billion to the Department of Health to deliver quality health services
through hospitals and health facilities and $177 million to the Department of
Children and Families to ensure continued support and improved services
for children, young people and Territory families.

The 2012-13 Budget continues to
invest in the Territory’s child protection
services, increasing support for children
and young people in the Territory with
$33.7M, including an additional $7.1M in
2012‑13, to continue major reform of the
Territory’s child protection services as
part of a five‑year $130M package.
The 2012-13 Budget provides for
additional frontline staff, expanded
services for children in care and family
support programs including:
• increased payments for foster and
kinship carers, residential care
services and therapeutic programs,
along with funding to Foster Care NT;

Supporting Access to Health Services
The 2012-13 Budget provides additional funding of $24.3 million to deliver
initiatives to improve access to health services for all Territorians, including
those in remote regions, provide financial assistance to Territorians to
access specialist health services, and enhance emergency aeromedical
services across the Top End.
The 2012-13 Budget increases funding for the Patient Assistance Travel
scheme by $10.7 million per annum, to support the growing number of
Territorians living in rural and remote regions who require specialist health
services.

• community education, foster care
recruitment and hospital‑based
inter‑agency teams to deal with
complex child abuse and neglect
cases;

In addition, the 2012-13 Budget provides an increase of $13.6 million, to
a total of $28 million, to continue Government’s commitment to improve
the efficiency of emergency aeromedical services across the Top End
delivering:

• additional services for families who do
not require a statutory response but
need family support measures and the
continued rollout of Community Child
Safety and Wellbeing teams in Territory
Growth Towns;

• quicker response times for all patients, with clinical and logistics
coordination, appropriately skilled medical and clinical staff and
coordination of aircraft tasking and maintenance schedules.

• improved caseload ratios for child
protection workers as well as the
allocation of an incentive package to
frontline staff; and
• funding for the Aboriginal child,
youth and families peak body
Strong Aboriginal Families, Together,
Aboriginal Child Care agencies and
system reforms to better respond to
the needs of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children, families and
communities.

• a fully‑integrated service for emergency retrievals; and

Full implementation of the service is expected by 1 January 2013 and
will provide emergency transport for about 300 patients from across the
Top End each month.

Improved Health Services
The 2012‑13 Budget includes $553 million for Territory hospitals,
$372 million for health and wellbeing services, and $75 million for public
health services. Additional funding includes:
• $12.73 million for Individual Support packages to assist clients with
exceptional and complex needs residing in the community;
• $7.78 million for hospitals to meet the health and wellbeing needs of
those in the community who require acute or specialist care;
• $8.75 million to continue alcohol reform services development including the
SMART Court, withdrawal support and community outreach programs;
• $11.43 million for secure care accommodation services for young people
and adults with complex care needs;
• $7.26 million towards cancer treatment and accommodation for cancer
patients; and
• $3 million to provide clinical service systems, enhance children and
adolescent mental health services and implement suicide prevention
programs in the Territory.
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Hospitals and Health Facilities
Major Territory and Commonwealth‑funded upgrades and improvements to
health infrastructure in 2012‑13 include:
• $22 million to increase the number of beds in the Emergency Department
and Short Stay Unit, and provide two additional operating theatres at
Royal Darwin Hospital;
• $14.3 million for continuing fire protection, airconditioning and
remediation works at Alice Springs Hospital;
• $10.3 million for early works and to commence construction of the
$110 million Palmerston Hospital;
• $7.7 million for short-term patient accommodation at Katherine Hospital;
• $5.3 million for completion of the short‑stay accommodation complex of
50 units at Royal Darwin Hospital;
• $3.7 million to redevelop the emergency department of Tennant Creek
Hospital; and
• $33 million for Remote Health Clinics in Borroloola, Elliott, Galiwin’ku,
Milingimbi, Ngukurr, Ntaria, Papunya and Pirlangimpi.

Enough is Enough Alcohol Reforms
The 2012‑13 Budget continues the Enough is Enough alcohol reform
addressing the impact of alcohol throughout the Territory, with funding of
$71.5 million to be provided over five years to tackle alcohol abuse and
related crime. In the second year of the reforms, health‑related funding for
treatment totals $8.75 million, an increase of $3.6 million for:
• $0.9 million for referral services from the SMART Court;
• $0.8 million for remote community alcohol and other drug centres;
• $1 million for withdrawal support; and
• $0.9 million for community based outreach programs.

Delivering Affordable and
Quality Health Services
The 2012-13 Budget provides a number
of services free of charge including:
• school dental services;
• clinic services at community care
centres in urban areas, remote health
clinics and bulk‑billing for after‑hours
GP services at the Palmerston
Superclinic;
• maternal and child health services; and
• public hospital services.

Support for Territorians with
a Disability
The Government has committed
significant additional funding to assist
Territorians with physical and mental
disabilities. Key features include:
• additional funding of $12.73M to
support Territorians with a disability
through Individual Support Packages
to assist qualifying recipients to meet
the cost of their disability and reside in
the community;
• the Disability Equipment Program,
which subsidises the cost of
equipment that assists personal safety
and independence for elderly and
disabled Territorians;
• the Taxi Subsidy Scheme that
subsidises travel costs (half a taxi fare)
for Territorians with a disability that
prevents them using public transport;
• $11.43M for secure care
accommodation services for young
people and adults with complex care
needs who have displayed antisocial or
offending behaviour; and
• provision of clinical service systems,
enhanced child and adolescent mental
health services and suicide prevention
programs.

Health and Families
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Lifestyle and Environment

Defence of Darwin Experience
The Defence of Darwin Experience
provides visitors with an interactive,
multimedia experience of the Bombing
of Darwin and the impact of WWII on the
Territory.
The 2012-13 Budget continues to support
the operation of the $10.1M Defence of
Darwin Experience, which provides:
• Bombing of Darwin Experience Gallery
with interactive exhibition space and
multi‑sensory theatre;
• a StoryShare video-recording kiosk
to allow visitor stories to be recorded
and included as part of the Defence of
Darwin Experience;
• smart phone application to provide
people with a guided tour at nine
important WWII heritage sites around
Darwin; and
• display of iconic objects from the
historic period.

Arts and Culture
The 2012-13 Budget continues to
support community groups and festivals,
including:
• $7M to support organisations in the
arts and screen sector; and
• $1M to support the Darwin Festival.
The 2012-13 Budget also includes funding
to improve arts and culture facilities
providing $10.3M to Museum and Art
Galleries of the Northern Territory to
support enhanced exhibitions, research
and community engagement programs
of Indigenous and Australian art, material
culture and the natural sciences.
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The 2012-13 Budget provides $81.8 million to support the Territorian
lifestyle by investing in a variety of major sporting and entertainment events,
recreation facilities and the arts and culture sectors.
The Territory Government also continues to protect the Territory’s
environment with $106 million invested in parks and natural resources.

Major Events
The 2012-13 Budget provides $9.7 million in funding to attract major
sporting and entertainment events to the Territory. In 2012‑13 these include:
• $1.45 million for the V8 Supercars Championships, including the Race
and Rock Concert;
• $0.46 million for ‘BASSINTHEGRASS’ and the Alice Springs music event
‘THE CONCERT’;
• $75 000 for the Tattersall’s Finke Desert Race;
• $0.68 million to host the Australian Superbikes at Hidden Valley;
• $0.1 million for the Hottest 7s Rugby Tournament;
• $1.5 million to bring AFL matches to the Territory, as part of a four‑year
$5.6 million agreement;
• $0.2 million, four-year commitment for the 2013 Imparja Cup cricket
tournament in Alice Springs;
• $0.3 million to stage pre‑season Brumbies trial matches, as part of a
three-year $0.9 million agreement;
• $1.06 million to host the 2012 Alice Springs Masters Games; and
• $2.8 million to stage the Arafura Games in May 2013.

Territory Sport and Recreation
The 2012‑13 Budget invests in sporting and recreational infrastructure for all
Territorians through:
• $1 million for sport and recreation officers and maintenance of sport and
recreation programs in remote Indigenous towns and communities;
• $1 million to commence site works near the Coolalinga park and ride
facility for the new 25‑metre, eight‑lane swimming pool, with a children’s
wet play area;
• $9.4 million in grants to sporting organisations and remote community
sport and recreation programs; and
• $2.5 million contribution to establish the Michael Long NT Thunder
Learning and Leadership Centre, pending confirmation of the
Commonwealth’s contribution.

Outdoor recreation also receives support through:

Territory’s Natural Resources

• $1.85 million to continue construction of the Wangi Visitor Centre facility, a
central facility for management services including camp bookings, a kiosk
and an outlet for the display and sale of Aboriginal artwork;

The 2012‑13 Budget supports efforts
to protect the Territory’s natural assets.
This includes an additional $2.1M
for Indigenous employment and
Indigenous Ranger Group involvement in
conservation management.

• $0.44 million to complete walking tracks, biking trails, an adventure
playground and upgrades to picnic facilities at Howard Springs Nature
Park;
• $1 million grant to the Darwin City Council for the redevelopment of the
Nightcliff foreshore;
• $1.4 million to upgrade Tomato Island campground including
non‑powered camping sites, a solar-powered ablution block and
barbecues, secure parking, waste dump, kiosk and manager’s residence;
• $1.8 million to upgrade camp grounds across the Territory including
Litchfield National Park, Gregory National Park and Keep River National
Park; and
• $1.1 million for the installation of solar power generation systems at Bullita
and Walker Creek in Gregory National Park and East Trephina Gorge.

Climate Change
The 2012-13 Budget continues initiatives that support the Territory
Government’s Climate Change Policy, including:
• $1.2 million to lead the implementation of the Northern Territory Climate
Change Policy, energy security and green energy initiatives;
• $0.78 million to develop and implement Renewable Energy and Climate
Change policies and procedures throughout the Territory;

Other initiatives include:
• $2.6M for the ongoing sustainable
management of the Territory’s aquatic
resources;
• $0.6M for the Territory Eco‑link
program, linking parks and
conservation areas for the protection of
biodiversity;
• $0.55M for the fisheries support
network in East Arnhem;
• $0.6M co-funded by the Indigenous
Land Corporation to provide extension
and support services to Indigenous
pastoralists through the Indigenous
Pastoral Program; and
• $1.5M to support the Environment
Protection Authority.

• $0.71 million in Environment Grants to community groups,
organisations and schools;
• $0.4 million to continue the ecoBiz NT program to assist
businesses to improve energy efficiency;
• $0.25 million for the Centre for Renewable Energy;
• $0.12 million to provide the Energy Smart Rebate scheme;
• $0.35 million for the Water Tank Rebate Scheme and Water
Efficient Appliance Rebates;
• $0.2 million for a community grant program to assist
community‑based climate change groups;
• $0.15 million grant to CoolMob to promote energy efficiencies;
• $2.53 million for the Solar Schools Program;
• $0.8 million for environmental compliance initiatives;
• $0.3 million to support and develop more efficient practices
and models for environmental assessment; and
• continued free public bus transport for young children and students, and
to and from special events.

Lifestyle and Environment
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Economic Outlook

The INPEX LNG Project

Following growth of 1.6 per cent in 2010‑11, growth in the Territory economy
(GSP) is estimated to strengthen by 2.4 per cent to $16.7 billion in 2011‑12,
reflecting increased private sector investment, which is anticipated to
contribute 7.1 percentage points to growth in 2011‑12.

Major resource projects have long been
a characteristic of the Territory economy.
Jobs created in the construction and
operational phases of resource projects,
as well as in supporting activities, impact
all aspects of the broader economy,
through increased demand for goods and
services. Importantly they also have a
positive impact on population growth.
On 13 January 2012, joint partners INPEX
and Total announced the Final Investment
Decision for the $34B Ichthys gas
project. The Ichthys gas field is located
820 kilometres south west of Darwin and
is expected to have an operational life
of more than 40 years. An 890 kilometre
subsea pipeline will transport the gas
and condensate to Blaydin Point on
Middle Arm Peninsula, where it will be
processed for export.
This will be the largest project in the
Territory’s history and consequently it will
deliver substantial and lasting economic
benefits.
An estimated 3000 workers will be
required for the INPEX project in
the Darwin region during the peak
construction period, with a further
1000 estimated offshore. Once the facility
is completed, about 700 workers will be
required to operate and maintain the
onshore facility during its operational life
of approximately 40 years.
The project comprises onshore and
offshore components. The onshore
component (estimated at $13B) is of most
interest to the Territory. It includes:
• LNG, LPG and condensate plants;
• storage tanks;
• administration facilities;
• worker’s village;
• utilities and services;
• power generation infrastructure; and
• product off-loading jetty and dredging.
Construction of onshore components has
commenced and INPEX estimate that
LNG production will commence by the
end of 2015-16.
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In 2012‑13, economic growth in the Territory is forecast to strengthen further
to 3.9 per cent, reflecting additional growth in private business investment
and improved household confidence and consumption on the back of
stronger jobs growth.
Consumption expenditure is forecast to increase by 0.5 per cent to
$13.9 billion in 2012‑13, due to increasing private consumption offsetting a
decline in public sector consumption, as consumer confidence continues
to rebuild in the aftermath of the GFC, and supported by solid employment
and population growth.
Employment growth is forecast to increase to 2.0 per cent in 2012‑13 as
economic activity strengthens with the commencement of major projects.
The average unemployment rate is anticipated to fall to 3.2 per cent in
2012‑13.
The Territory’s population growth is forecast to grow by 1.6 per cent in 2012
before strengthening to 2.2 per cent in 2013. The increase in 2013 reflects
the direct and indirect contribution to the resident population on the back of
key major projects.
In 2012‑13 there will be increases in oil exports as the Montara and Kitan
fields ramp up production. Notwithstanding, the Territory’s international
trade surplus in 2012‑13 is forecast to decrease by about 40 per cent,
mainly reflecting the import of key machinery and equipment and
pre‑assembled modules for the construction of the INPEX LNG plant at
Blaydin Point.
Key Economic Indicators
2009‑10

2010‑11

2011‑12
Estimate

2012‑13
Forecast

10 Year
Average

%

%

%

%

%

GSP

1.3

1.6

2.4

3.9

3.6

Employment

2.5

2.0

0.8

2.0

2.7

Population2

2.2

0.8

0.8

1.6

1.6

2.8

2.8

2.8

2.1

2.9

Northern Territory
1

Consumer price index

3

1 Year ended June, year-on-year percentage change, inflation adjusted.
2 As at December, annual percentage change.
3 As at December, year-on-year percentage change.
Source: Northern Territory Treasury, ABS Cat. Nos 5220.0; 6202.0; 3101.0; 6401.0
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