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Northern Territory Crime Statistics, November quarter 2019 
This quarterly publication provides statistics on criminal offences in the Northern Territory, 
extracted from the police records system.  

Author: Northern Territory Police, Fire and Emergency Services (NTPFES) 

Date of release: 17 January 2020 
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Report on Government Services 2020 
This annual publication provides a range of national performance indicators across core 
government service areas, including child care, education and training, justice, emergency 
management, health, community services and housing and homelessness.  

Author: Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision (SCRGSP) 

Date of release: 23 January – 4 February 2020 
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Disclaimer 
Caution is advised w hen using monthly data for the Territory, w hich is often derived from small samples and highly volatile. 
Although all due care has been exercised in the preparation of this material, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or 
omission. 

More information: 
Intergovernmental Relations | Department of Treasury and Finance 
P: 08 8999 6801 | W: https://treasury.nt.gov.au

https://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/Police/Community-safety/Northern-Territory-crime-statistics.aspx
http://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/police/community-safety/nt-crime-statistics/statistical-publications
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services
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Northern Territory Crime Statistics, November quarter 2019 
The following is a summary of information on offence 
counts in the Northern Territory in the 
November quarter 2019 compared to the 
November quarter 2018, unless otherwise stated.  

• Recorded offences against property decreased by
147, or 2.7 per cent, to 5328. This decrease was
primarily driven by decreases in property damage
(-141) and commercial break-ins (-82) offences
(Table 1).

• Commercial break-ins decreased by 82, or
15.1 per cent, to 460, with the largest decreases in
Katherine (-76) and Darwin (-41) (Table 2).

• House break-ins increased by 6, or 0.9 per cent, to
642, primarily driven by increases in Darwin (56)
and NT Balance (18) partially offset by a decrease
in Alice Springs (-71).

• The number of offences against persons decreased
by 112 to 1924, a decrease of 5.5 per cent. There
were two recorded homicide and related offences,
compared to four recorded in the November
quarter 2018. Sexual assault and related offences
decreased by 5, or 4.5 per cent, to 105 (Table 1).

• The number of acts intended to cause injury 
decreased by 81, or 4.7 per cent, to 1660. This
decrease was primarily driven by a decrease in the
NT Balance (-74), Katherine (-46) and Darwin (-32),
partially offset by an increase in Alice Springs (57)
and Tennant Creek (16).

• Of the total number of acts intended to cause injury, 
1654 were assaults, of which 59.9 per cent involved
domestic violence, 49.4 per cent involved alcohol
and 33.7 per cent involved both domestic violence
and alcohol.

• The offence rate for total offences against the
person, per 100 000 population, has decreased
across all regions between November 2014 and
November 2019, with the exception of Alice Springs
and Palmerston, with an increase of 367 offences
(6.2 per cent) and 53 offences (2.9 per cent),
respectively (Figure 1).

• The largest decreases in the offence rate for total
offences against the person, occurred in Katherine
with a decrease of 1627 offences (-24.8 per cent)
and Nhulunbuy with a decrease of 1255 offences
(- 38.2 per cent).

• The Northern Territory crime statistics are prepared
by the Department of Attorney-General and Justice
using data recorded by the Northern Territory
Police.

Table 1: Selected recorded offences against property 
and persons, Northern Territory, November quarter, 
2018 and 20191,2,3 

Nov 
qtr 2018 

Nov 
qtr 2019 

Annual 
change 

 No. No. % 
Offences against property 
House break-ins  636  642 0.9 
Commercial break-ins  542  460 -15.1
Motor vehicle theft and 

related offences  470  466 -0.9

Theft 1 893 1 967 3.9
Property damage 1 934 1 793 -7.3
Total 5 475 5 328 -2.7
Offences against persons 
Homicide and related 

offences  4  2 -50.0

Acts intended to cause injury 1 741 1 660 -4.7
Sexual assault and related 

offences  110  105 -4.5

Other  181  157 -13.3
Total 2 036 1 924 -5.5
1 Break-ins include actual and attempted break-ins. 
2 Other includes other dangerous or negligent acts endangering persons, 

abduction, harassment and other offences, robbery, extortion and related 
offences. 

3  Acts intended to cause injury includes assault and related offences. 

Table 2: Recorded commercial break-ins by region, 
Northern Territory, November quarter, 2018 and 20194 

Nov 
qtr 2018 

Nov 
qtr 2019 

Annual 
change 

No. No. % 
Darw in 111 70 -36.9
Palmerston 26 19 -26.9
Alice Springs 107 110 2.8
Katherine 101 25 -75.2
Tennant Creek 24 46 91.7
Nhulunbuy 1 1 0.0
NT Balance 172 189 9.9
Total  542  460 -15.1
4 NT Balance is the area of the Northern Territory that l ies outside of the six 

urban centres of Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs, Katherine, 
Tennant Creek and Nhulunbuy. 

Figure 1: Offence rates for offences against the person, 
per 100 000 population, by region, year ending 
November 

Source data in Northern Territory Crime Statistics, November 2019: Department 
of Treasury and Finance, NTPFES
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Report on Government Services 2020
The following is a summary of the Northern Territory’s 
performance across core government services areas in 
2019, unless otherwise stated.  
Early childhood education and care 
• In 2018, the proportion of children enrolled in a

preschool program in the year before full time 
schooling was 89.7 per cent, below the national 
figure of 91.0 per cent (Figure 2). The proportion of 
Aboriginal children enrolled was 76.1 per cent, 
below the national average of 86.1 per cent. 

School education 
• In 2017-18, real recurrent Territory expenditure on

government schools was $553.9 million. This
represents an average annual increase of
0.3 per cent since 2014-15 (Table 3). This equates
to Territory expenditure of $18 472 per full-time
equivalent student in government schools. This was
the second highest figure of all jurisdictions, after
the Australian Capital Territory ($19 029), and
above the national average of $15 551.

• In 2018, there were 29 528 full time students in
government schools, of which 12 718 or
43.1 per cent were Aboriginal. This was the highest 
proportion of all jurisdictions and above the national
average of 7.3 per cent.

• In 2019, the attendance rate for non-Aboriginal
students in years 1 to 10 was 90.7 per cent, below
the national figure of 92.0 per cent. The attendance
rate for Aboriginal students in 2019 was
63.3 per cent, below the national figure of 
81.5 per cent.

• The student-to-teaching staff ratio in government
schools in 2018 was 12.4, the lowest of all states
and below the national average of 13.8.

• The proportion of year 9 students that achieved at
or above national minimum standards for NAPLAN 
reading, writing and numeracy in 2018 was similar 
to 2017 and notably below the national average.  

Vocational education and training 
• Real recurrent government expenditure per person

on vocational education and training (VET) in 2018
was $591.5, the highest figure of all jurisdictions
and above the national average of $319.6.

• In 2019, 92.3 per cent of VET graduates aged
20-64 years were employed and/or in further study
after training, above the national average of
86.2 per cent.

• In 2019, the proportion of Aboriginal VET graduates
who improved their employment after training was
74.0 per cent, above the national average of 
65.9 per cent (Figure 3).

Figure 2: Proportion of children enrolled in a preschool 
program in the year before full time schooling, 2018, 
per cent 

Table 3: Real recurrent state and territory expenditure 
on government schools5 

2014-15 2017-18 
Average 
annual 
change 

 $M $M % 
New  South Wales 11 804.6 12 790.5 2.7 
Victoria 7 353.7  8 745.0 5.9 
Queensland 7 562.1  8 258.2 3.0 
Western Australia 4 855.6  4 738.2 -0.8
South Australia 2 464.4  2 659.5 2.6
Tasmania 843.2  866.8 0.9
Australian Capital Territory 728.0  808.8 3.6
Northern Territory 549.2  553.9 0.3
Australia 36 160.8 39 420.8 2.9
5       Figures may not add due to rounding. 

Figure 3: Proportion of Aboriginal VET graduates who 
improved their employment after training, 2019, 
per cent 
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Police services 
• Total real recurrent expenditure on police services in 

2018-19 was $381.9 million, representing an 
average annual increase of 1.6 per cent since 
2015-16. This equates to Territory expenditure of 
$1567.4 per person on police services, above the 
national average of $493.7.

• In 2018-19, there were 1753 full time equivalent 
operational police staff, an average annual increase 
of 0.5 per cent since 2015-16 (Table 4). This 
includes sworn, civilian and other staff. 

• In 2018-19, the total number of full time operational 
police staff per 100 000 people was 713, the highest 
of all jurisdictions and above the national average of 
278 (Figure 4).

• In 2018-19, the proportion of people in the Territory 
satisfied (in general) with police services was 73.3 
per cent. While this is not significantly different to the 
2017-18 figure, it is below the national figure of 79.9 
per cent.

• In 2018-19, 84.5 per cent of people agreed that 
police perform their job professionally, similar to the 
national figure of 85.7 per cent.

• In 2018-19, the rate of road deaths per 100 000 
registered vehicles was 22.9. While this is an 
improvement compared to 25.8 in 2017-18, it is 
above the national rate of 6.2.

• The rate of traffic accident hospitalisations per 100 
000 registered vehicles in 2017-18 was 527.4, above 
the national figure of 197.6. This represents a 14.3 
per cent increase in comparison to 461.5 in 2016-17.

Corrective services 
• In 2018-19, real net operating expenditure on

prisons was $131.8 million, an average annual
increase of 1.5 per cent since 2015-16 (Table 5).

• In 2018-19, the average daily prison population was
1708, an average annual increase of 0.9 per cent
since 2015-16. Nationally, there was a 4.8 per cent
average annual increase over the same period.

• Aboriginal persons comprised 83.2 per cent of the
average daily prison population.

• In 2018-19, the Territory’s age standardised 
imprisonment rates for Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people (2242.2 and 204.4
per 100 000 adults) were above the national rates
(1911.0 and 170.4) (Figure 5).

• In 2018-19, the community corrections offender to
total staff ratio was 10.7, the second lowest 
jurisdiction after Victoria and below the national
average of 15.6.

Table 4: Full time equivalent operational police staff6 

2015-16 2018-19 
Average 
annual 
change 

No. No. % 
New  South Wales 17 497 19 052 2.9 
Victoria 16 799 19 641 5.3 
Queensland 13 695 14 374 1.6 
Western Australia 7 183 7 330 0.7 
South Australia 5  219 5 447 1.4 
Tasmania 1 323 1 410 2.1 
Australian Capital Territory 882 870 -0.5
Northern Territory  1 727  1 753 0.5
Australia 64 325 69 877 2.8

Figure 4: Full time equivalent operational police staff 
per 100 000 people, 2018-19 

Table 5: Real net operating expenditure on prisons 

2015-16 2018-19 
Average 
annual 
change 

 $M $M % 
New  South Wales 783.3 973.2 7.5 
Victoria 698.4 934.0 10.2 
Queensland 508.3 616.5 6.6 
Western Australia 558.6 602.2 2.5 
South Australia 213.9 258.5 6.5 
Tasmania 62.3 74.5 6.1 
Australian Capital Territory 51.4 53.2 1.1 
Northern Territory  126.2  131.8  1.5 
Australia 3 002.4 3 643.8 6.7 

Figure 5: Age standardised imprisonment rate per 
100 000 adults, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, 2018-19 
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6       Operational police staff include sworn, civilian and other staff.  
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Public hospitals 
• In 2017-18, real recurrent expenditure on public 

hospital services was $985.0 million, representing 
an average annual increase of 5.2 per cent since 
2014-15. This equates to Territory expenditure of 
$3988 per person on public hospital services, 
including psychiatric, the highest figure of all 
jurisdictions and above the national average of 
$2706 per person (Figure 6). 

• There were 744 separations per 1000 people in 
2017-18, the highest figure of all jurisdictions and 
compares to a national figure of 255. 

• In 2018-19, the proportion of patients in emergency 
departments treated within national waiting time 
benchmarks was 64.0 per cent, below the national 
figure of 71.0 per cent. 

Primary and community health  
• The proportion of Aboriginal people aged 15-54 

who received a health check or assessment in 
2018-19 was 31.0 per cent, above the national 
average of 26.1 per cent (Figure 7).  

• The proportion of children aged 12 to 15 months 
who were fully immunised in 2018-19 was 
94.0 per cent. This is similar to the national average 
of 94.2 per cent and is an improvement on the 
2017-18 figure of 93.4 per cent.  

Child protection services 
• In 2018-19, real recurrent Territory expenditure on 

all child protection services, including family 
support, was $210.7 million, representing an 
average annual increase of 3.0 per cent since 
2015-16 (Table 6). In the Territory, real expenditure 
equates to $3386.1 per child, above all jurisdictions 
and the national average of $1159.9.  

• There were 23 482 child protection notifications 
issued in 2018-19. This represents an average 
annual increase of 4.7 per cent since 2015-16. 

• In 2018-19, there were 338.4 Aboriginal child 
protection notifications per 1000 Aboriginal children 
aged 0 to 17 years, compared to 167.5 nationally. 
The rate of non-Aboriginal child protection 
notifications was 70.0 per 1000 non-Aboriginal 
children, compared to 31.5 nationally.  

• Of the 4724 child protection investigations that 
commenced in 2018-19, 74.7 per cent began within 
7 days, above the national rate of 59.5 per cent.  

• Of the 4749 child protection investigations 
completed in 2018-19, 19.6 per cent were finalised 
in 28 days or less, above the national average of 
18.1 per cent. Investigations finalised after more 
than 90 days represented 39.1 per cent of 
completed investigations, above the national 
average of 38.3 per cent (Figure 8).  

Figure 6: Real recurrent expenditure on public hospital 
services, 2017-18, dollars, per person 

Figure 7: Aboriginal people aged 15-54 who received a 
health check or assessment, 2018-19, per cent 

 
Table 6: Real recurrent state and territory expenditure 
on all child protection services 
 2015-16 2018-19 

Average 
annual 
change 

  $M $M % 
New  South Wales 1 815.4 2 302.4 8.2 
Victoria 1 000.4 1 507.3 14.6 
Queensland 929.1 1 190.3 8.6 
Western Australia 480.5 526.2 3.1 
South Australia 406.7 548.5 10.5 
Tasmania 84.9 135.0 16.7 
Australian Capital Territory 59.4 69.5 5.4 
Northern Territory 192.7 210.7 3.0 
Australia 4 969.1 6 489.9 9.3 

Figure 8: Investigations completed, by time taken to  
complete, Northern Territory, 2018-19, per cent  
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Ambulance services  
• In 2018-19, there were 43 449 ambulance incidents, 

comprising 38.6 per cent urgent, 33.0 per cent 
emergency and 28.4 per cent non-emergency 
incidents.   

• Calls from the emergency call service answered by 
ambulance service communication centre staff in a 
time equal to or less than 10 seconds in 2018-19 was 
97.7 per cent, above all jurisdictions and the national 
average of 88.4 per cent (Figure 9).  

• In 2018-19, 95.0 per cent of patients were very 
satisfied or satisfied with ambulance services. While 
below the national average of 98.0 per cent, this 
represents an improvement in comparison to 
92.0 per cent of patients in 2017-18.  

Housing  
• In 2018-19, real net recurrent Territory expenditure 

on providing social housing was $442.0 million, 
representing an average annual increase of 
55.7 per cent since 2015-16. This equates to 
$714.8 per person in the population, the highest of all 
jurisdictions and above the national average of 
$159.1 (Figure 10).  

• On 30 June 2019, 7.4 per cent of public housing was 
overcrowded, the highest rate of all jurisdictions and 
above the national average of 3.8 per cent. This 
compares to 8.0 per cent of the Territory’s public 
housing being overcrowded on 30 June 2016 and a 
national average of 4.2 per cent.  

• The average turnaround time for vacant public 
housing stock in 2018-19 was 122 days, representing 
an average annual increase of 19.1 per cent since 
the turnaround time of 72.2 days in 2015-16.  

Homelessness  
• In 2018-19, real recurrent expenditure on 

homelessness services was $37.5 million, 
representing an average annual increase of 
7.0 per cent since 2015-16 (Table 7). This equates to 
$152.5 per person in the residential population, the 
highest of all jurisdictions and well above the national 
average of $39.3. 

• In 2018-19, support was provided to 9646 clients 
through 14 333 support periods, an increase on the 
9285 clients and 14 121 support periods in 2017-18. 

• In 2018-19, the proportion of clients who needed 
assistance to obtain or maintain independent housing 
and achieved it at the end of support and did not 
present again was 86.7 per cent, slightly below the 
national average of 86.8 per cent.  

• The proportion of clients who had repeat periods of 
homelessness in 2018-19 was 7.1 per cent, above 
the national figure of 5.6 per cent.  

 

Figure 9: Calls from the emergency call service 
answered by ambulance service communication centre 
staff in a time equal to or less than 10 seconds, 
2018-19, per cent 

 
Figure 10: Real net recurrent state and territory 
expenditure on providing social housing, per person in 
the population, dollars, 2018-19 

 
Table 7: Real recurrent state and territory expenditure 
on homelessness services 

 2015-16 2018-19 
Average 
annual 
change 

  $M $M % 
New  South Wales 222.6 240.9 2.7% 
Victoria 236.4 344.1 13.3% 
Queensland 137.9 164.1 6.0% 
Western Australia 77.1 77.7 0.3% 
South Australia 65.1 69.5 2.2% 
Tasmania 27.6 31.7 4.7% 
Australian Capital Territory 20.9 24.3 5.2% 
Northern Territory 30.6 37.5 7.0% 
Australia 818.2 989.8 6.6% 
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