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Disclaimer 

Caution is advised when using monthly data for the Territory, which is often derived from small samples and highly volatile. 

Although all due care has been exercised in the preparation of this material, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or 

omission. 

More information: 

Intergovernmental Relations | Department of Treasury and Finance  

P: 08 8999 6801 | W: https://treasury.nt.gov.au

https://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/Police/Community-safety/Northern-Territory-crime-statistics.aspx
http://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/police/community-safety/nt-crime-statistics/statistical-publications
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/youth-justice/youth-justice-in-australia-2018-19/report-editions
https://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/Police/Community-safety/Northern-Territory-crime-statistics.aspx
https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4515.0Main+Features12018-19?OpenDocument
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Northern Territory Crime Statistics, March quarter 2020

The following is a summary of information on offence 

counts in the Northern Territory in the 

March quarter 2020 compared to the 

March quarter 2019, unless otherwise stated. 

 Recorded offences against property increased by 

712, or 12.2 per cent, to 6553. This increase was 

driven by increases in property damage (414), 

theft (216) and house break-ins (199) offences 

(Table 1).  

 Commercial break-ins decreased by 102, or 

12.7 per cent, to 701, with the largest decreases 

in Darwin (-60) and Katherine (-52), partially offset 

by an increase in Alice Springs (39).  

 House break-ins increased in all regions (except 

Nhulunbuy) by 199, or 28.1 per cent, to 907, with 

the largest increases in Darwin (58), 

Alice Springs (53) and Palmerston (51) (Table 2). 

 The number of offences against persons 

increased by 254, or 13.7 per cent, to 2107, 

primarily driven by an increase in acts intended to 

cause injury (218) (Table 1).  

 The number of acts intended to cause injury 

increased by 218, or 13.7 per cent, to 1810. This 

was primarily driven by increases in 

Alice Springs (103) and NT Balance (83), partially 

offset by a decrease in Palmerston (-31). 

 Of the total number of acts intended to cause 

injury, 1806 were assaults, where 60.6 per cent 

involved domestic violence, 44.4 per cent involved 

alcohol and 30.1 per cent involved both domestic 

violence and alcohol. 

 The number of assaults with alcohol involved 

increased by 53 offences, or 7.1 per cent, to 802. 

This was primarily driven by increases in 

Alice Springs (57), Darwin (12) and 

Tennant Creek (10), partially offset by decreases 

in NT Balance (-13) and Katherine (-11).  

 In the year ending March 2020, the number of 

assaults with alcohol involved per 

100 000 population decreased in most regions 

compared to the year ending March 2019, except 

for Tennant Creek and Darwin, which recorded an 

increase in the offence rate by 15.1 per cent and 

0.4 per cent, respectively (Figure 1). 

 The Northern Territory crime statistics are 

prepared by the Department of Attorney-General 

and Justice using data recorded by the 

Northern Territory Police. 

 

 

Table 1: Selected recorded offences against property 
and persons, Northern Territory, March quarter,  
2019 and 20201,2,3 

 Mar qtr 
2019 

Mar qtr 
2020 

Annual 
change 

 No. No. % 

Offences against property    

House break-ins  708 907 28.1 

Commercial break-ins  803 701 -12.7 

Motor vehicle theft and related 

offences 
 508 493 -3.0 

Theft 1 964 2 180 11.0 

Property damage 1 858 2 272 22.3 

Total 5 841 6 553 12.2 

Offences against persons       

Homicide and related offences 1 2 100.0 

Acts intended to cause injury 1 592 1 810 13.7 

Sexual assault and related 

offences 
110 89 -19.1 

Other  150 206 37.3 

Total 1 853 2 107 13.7 
1 Break-ins include actual and attempted break-ins. 
2 Other includes other dangerous or negligent acts endangering  

persons, abduction, harassment and other offences, robbery,  
extortion and related offences. 

3 Acts intended to cause injury includes assault and related offences. 

Table 2: Recorded house break-ins by region, 

Northern Territory, March quarter, 2019 and 20204 

  
Mar qtr  
2019 

Mar qtr 
2020 

Annual  
change 

 No. No. % 

Darwin 215 273 27.0 

Palmerston 87 138 58.6 

Alice Springs 159 212 33.3 

Katherine 41 49 19.5 

Tennant Creek 32 54 68.8 

Nhulunbuy 4 4 0.0 

NT Balance 170 177 4.1 

Total 708 907 28.1 
4 NT Balance is the area of the Northern Territory that lies outside of  

the six urban centres of Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs,  
Katherine, Tennant Creek and Nhulunbuy. 

Figure 1: Assaults with alcohol involved per 

100 000 population, for the 12 months ending March5 

 
5 NT Balance is the area of the Northern Territory that lies outside of  

the six urban centres of Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs,  
Katherine, Tennant Creek and Nhulunbuy. 
 

Source data in Northern Territory Crime Statistics, March 2020:  
 Department of Treasury and Finance, NTPFES  
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Youth justice in Australia, 2018-19

The following is a summary of information on young 

people who were under youth justice supervision in the 

Northern Territory during 2018-19 because of their 

involvement or alleged involvement in crime. 

Young people represents all young individuals aged 10 

and over in the youth justice system, including some 

individuals aged 18 and over, unless otherwise stated. 

The ‘average day’ is a summary measure that reflects 

both the number of young people supervised and the 

amount of time they spent under supervision. It is 

derived by averaging the number of days each young 

person spends under supervision in each financial year 

with the total number of days in the year. 

 On an average day in the Territory in 2018-19, 

187 young people were under youth justice 

supervision, comprising 87.2 per cent males and 

12.8 per cent females (Table 3).  

 Of these young people, 96.3 per cent were 

Aboriginal, the highest proportion of all jurisdictions 

and above the national average of 47.3 per cent 

(Table 3).  

 The rate of young people aged 10-17 under youth 

justice supervision on an average day was 

61 per 10 000 population. This was the highest of 

all jurisdictions and above the national average of 

20 per 10 000 (Figure 2).  

 Of these, the Territory had 22.4 per cent under 

detention, the highest proportion of all jurisdictions, 

and 76.9 per cent under community supervision. 

This compares to the national average of 

16.8 per cent and 83.0 per cent, respectively. 

 On an average day in the Territory in 2018-19, 

77.1 per cent of young people under detention were 

unsentenced and 21.6 per cent of young people 

under community supervision were unsentenced. 

These figures are higher than the national average 

of 63.3 per cent and 14.1 per cent, respectively. 

 In 2018-19, the average length of time spent under 

supervision by young people in the Territory was 

198 days, or 28.3 weeks. This was equal with 

Victoria as the third highest period of all 

jurisdictions, and is greater than the national 

average of 192 days, or 27.4 weeks (Figure 3).  

 In 2018-19, the average length of time spent under 

supervision by Aboriginal young people in the 

Territory was 23.4 per cent longer, at 201 days, 

compared to non-Aboriginal young people, 

at 154 days. 

Table 3: Young people under supervision on an 

average day, Australia, 2018-196 

 Total Aboriginal Male Female 
 No. % % % 

NSW 1 363 43.9 78.8 21.3 

Vic 953 15.4 85.8 14.2 

Qld 1 939 58.2 76.8 23.2 

WA 773 60.2 82.5 17.3 

SA 248 46.8 85.1 14.9 

Tas 155 28.4 76.1 23.9 

ACT 76 21.1 77.6 22.4 

NT 187 96.3 87.2 12.8 

Australia 5 694 47.3 80.3 19.7 
6  Figures may not add due to rounding. 

Figure 2: Rate of young people aged 10-17 by type of 

supervision on an average day per 10 000 population, 

Australia, 2018-19 

 

Figure 3: Average length of time spent during the year 

under supervision, Australia, 2018-19, days 

 

 
Source data in Youth justice in Australia 2018-19: Department of Treasury  
 and Finance, AIHW. 
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Federal Defendants, Australia, 2018-19 

The following is a summary of information on finalised 
defendants charged with one or more federal offences 
across Australia in the year to 30 June 2019. 

 In 2018-19, 10 162 federal defendants were 

finalised nationally, a decrease of 18.1 per cent, 

or 2242 defendants, compared to 2017-18. This 

was primarily driven by decreases in offences 

against justice (-47.7 per cent 

or -1371 defendants) and traffic and vehicle 

regulatory offences (-36.4 per cent 

or -327 defendants). 

 In the Territory, 96 federal defendants were 

finalised, a decrease of 40.4 per cent, or 

65 defendants, compared to 2017-18. This was 

the third largest decrease across the jurisdictions, 

primarily driven by decreases in offences against 

justice (-37 defendants) and 

miscellaneous offences (-17 defendants) 

(Figure 4). 

 Of the federal defendants in the Territory, 

80.2 per cent were male, 16.7 per cent were 

female and 3.1 per cent were attributed to 

organisations. In comparison, at a national level, 

77.6 per cent were male, 19.3 per cent were 

female and 2.7 per cent were attributed to 

organisations. 

 The median age of defendants in the Territory 

was 36.0 years, the second youngest age across 

jurisdictions tied with New South Wales and 

Victoria, and below the national average of 

37.0 years. The median age of defendants ranged 

from 33.0 years in the Australian Capital Territory 

to 45.0 years in South Australia.  

 Federal defendants in the Territory were primarily 

associated with offences against justice 

(25.0 per cent), sexual assault and related 

offences (19.8 per cent), and abduction and 

harassment (17.7 per cent) (Table 4). 

 In the Territory, 64.6 per cent of finalised federal 

defendants were proven guilty, compared with 

69.2 per cent nationally. Of these, 48.4 per cent of 

defendants proven guilty in the Territory received 

custodial orders, the highest proportion of all 

jurisdictions and higher than the national average 

of 19.3 per cent. Custodial orders include 

detainment or supervision by corrections 

personnel in an institution, home or community. 

 The average period from initiation to finalisation of 

a federal defendant in the Territory was 

22.2 weeks, a 20.7 per cent increase from the 

previous period and lower than the national 

average of 25.9 weeks (Figure 5).  

Figure 4: Change in federal defendants finalised,  
2017-18 to 2018-19, per cent 

 
 
Table 4: Federal defendants by principal offence, 
2018-197,8 

 NT Australia 

 No. % No. % 

Offences against 

justice 

24 25.0 1 504 14.8 

Sexual assault and 

related offences 

19 19.8 681 6.7 

Abduction and 

harassment 

17 17.7 3 915 38.5 

Fraud and 

deception 

15 15.6 1 527 15.0 

Miscellaneous 

offences 

14 14.6 766 7.5 

Illicit drug offences 6 6.3 474 4.7 

Dangerous or 

negligent acts 

3 3.1 22 0.2 

Other 0 n.a 1 279 12.6 

Total 96 100.0 10 162 100.0 
7 Data should be interpreted with caution as the ABS has applied  

random adjustments to avoid the release of information that may  
identify individuals. 

8  Figures may not add due to rounding. 
 

Figure 5: Average time taken to finalise federal  
defendants, 2018-19, weeks9 

 
9 Territory data is based on the earliest of the date the case was filed,  

the date the case was created or the date of first appearance.  
This may impact on the duration from initiation to finalisation date  
and caution should be used when making comparisons across 
jurisdictions.  

 
Source data in Federal Defendants, Australia, 2018-19: Department of  

Treasury and Finance, ABS Cat. No. 4515. 
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