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Regional Highlights presents an overview of key items and
programs in the 2012‑13 Budget for the seven Territory regions.
This book details initiatives in service delivery, tailored specifically
for each region in the areas of business, jobs and training, safer
communities, schooling, health, community development, and
lifestyle and environment. It also includes Territory‑wide initiatives,
which apply across all regions.

Katherine

Barkly

Central Australia

Important infrastructure projects are identified for each region
as well as on a Territory‑wide basis, with those relevant to
Working Future highlighted.
Where Commonwealth funding is provided from national
partnership agreements and can be used flexibly, it is included
under the title of the relevant agreement.
Regional Highlights complements the extensive information in the
other Budget Papers by presenting budget details of particular
relevance to the communities in each of the Territory’s regions.

Contents
Regional Highlights

1

Territory Wide

2

Central Australia

5

Barkly

8

Katherine

10

East Arnhem

12

Top End Rural

14

Palmerston and Litchfield

16

Darwin

18

1

Territory Wide

2012-13 Budget
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Supporting Business
• $21M for marketing and promotion
of the Territory as a leisure tourism
destination

Katherine

Barkly

Central Australia

Some initiatives cannot be accurately
apportioned between regions,
however they are important and
relevant across the Territory.
Details of these initiatives are provided
here, in addition to the information
specific to each region in later
sections.

• $4.8M to provide new generation
geoscience data and promote
investment under Bringing Forward
Discovery
• $3.5M to provide access and
security of tenure for exploration,
mining, petroleum, and geothermal
activities
• $1.78M to provide a quality‑assured
veterinary laboratory that supports
diagnostic, regulatory and research
programs for aquatic and terrestrial
animal health
• $1.48M for an Industry Development
Support Program to assist peak
industry associations
• $0.6M to continue the Indigenous
Pastoral Program with partner
agencies
• $0.59M to expand and promote
new markets for Territory live
cattle and horticultural products in
South East Asia
• $0.56M to increase stock watering
facilities for pastoral producers
on their properties and assist

the pastoral industry to adapt to
the challenges of a variable and
changing climate
• $0.5M for a Trade Support Scheme
to assist businesses to develop
export opportunities
• $0.49M to support the horticulture
industry through market promotion
and assistance to become more
sustainable and productive
• $0.4M to continue the ecoBiz NT
program to assist businesses to
improve their energy efficiency
• $0.33M for the Territory Business
Growth Grants program to
assist Territory small to medium
enterprises with strategic business
development
• $0.29M to support Indigenous
opportunities for horticultural and
forestry agriculture development
• $0.26M for a Business Enterprise
Centre to provide support and
advice to prospective and current
business operators

Jobs and Training
• $21.37M for Charles Darwin
University, Batchelor Institute of
Indigenous Tertiary Education
and other providers for delivery
of qualifications to Territorians
to develop new skills or to build
on existing skills that lead to
employment
• $2.9M for the apprenticeship and
traineeship support package
• $2.5M to commence training
reforms to deliver a more
responsive, agile and equitable
training system
• $1.3M for the skilled worker
campaign and skilled migration
workforce planning
• $1.2M for the Northern Territory
Public Sector Apprenticeship
Program, employing up to
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Infrastructure Highlights
• $57.67M for road safety, flood
immunity and other upgrades on
targeted sections of the Territory
national network
• $7.75M for continuation of the
Roads to Recovery Program within
the Territory on targeted local roads
• $7.37M for construction of
new overtaking opportunities
at selected sections of the
Stuart Highway between Darwin
and Katherine
• $5.45M to redevelop existing
public housing unit complexes
across all regions
• $3M for the Urban Arterial Traffic
Management program
• $2.47M for urban roads
landscaping on selected roads

140 apprentices per year, including
40 school‑based apprentices
• $1.2M in Territory and
Commonwealth funds for the
Indigenous Training Employment
Program to support employment
for Indigenous Territorians of
working age in regional and remote
communities
• $1.1M to support training and
development opportunities for
Territory public sector employees in
remote localities
• $0.5M for the Northern Territory
Public Sector Entry Level Indigenous
Employment Program, employing up
to 80 Indigenous recruits

Safer Communities
• $34.4M to reform child protection
and create new child protection and
family support systems
• $7.98M for the expanded operation
of the Enough is Enough Alcohol

• $2.53M for solar array projects at
various schools under the National
Solar Schools Program
• $2.34M for level crossing upgrades
to improve safety at selected rail
crossings
• $1.61M for additional beds
to support alcohol and other
drugs services in Darwin and
Alice Springs
• $1.12M to strengthen and widen
selected sections of the Territory
rural arterial road network
• $1M for continuation of the
Black Spot Program at targeted
locations on Territory and local
government roads
• $1M to continue strengthening
selected secondary and local roads

Reform Program across the Territory,
including the Banned Drinkers
Register, Alcohol and Other Drugs
Tribunal, and Substance Misuse
Assessment and Referral for
Treatment (SMART) Court
• $4.79M in grants to the Northern
Territory Legal Aid Commission,
providing legal services to those
who are not able to afford private
representation
• $2.6M for land titles, births, deaths
and marriage registration and
Public Trustee services
• $0.45M for the Community Justice
Centre’s fast and free dispute
resolution service

Working Future
• $187.57M for the Strategic
Indigenous Housing and
Infrastructure Program including
land servicing and essential
services infrastructure
• $33.95M for new and upgraded
housing for teachers, health
care professionals and other
government employees in remote
locations across the Territory
• $2.98M for land servicing in remote
locations
• $2.47M for police overnight
facilities in five remote communities
• $1.59M for upgrades of safe
places in 15 remote communities
across the Territory to provide
improved and more secure
amenities

Better Schooling
• $2.83M for various minor school
infrastructure upgrades
• $1.2M to expand counselling and
support services in Territory schools
• $1.1M to expand Positive Learning
Centres in Alice Springs, Katherine,
Darwin and Palmerston

Better Health
• $28M for aero‑medical retrieval
services across the Top End
• $20.1M for provision of road
ambulance services across the
Territory

• $0.42M for the Community Court to
involve the community and the victim
in the criminal court process

• $11.43M for secure care
accommodation services for young
people and adults with complex
care needs

• $0.41M for domestic violence
services, providing information and
advocacy to victims of domestic
violence

• $8.75M to continue alcohol reform
services development including the
SMART Court, withdrawal support
and community outreach programs
Territory Wide
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• $7.26M for cancer treatment and
accommodation for cancer patients

provide housing options to special
needs groups

supports sustainable development
of the environment

• $3M to provide a clinical service
system, enhance children and
adolescent mental health services
and implement suicide prevention
programs in the Territory

• $0.7M for Indigenous economic
development support in regional
areas

• $1.47M to bring AFL matches to the
Territory and conduct community
engagement programs

• $0.3M for grant funding to support
remote economic participation

• $1.2M to monitor the quality of
Territory water supplies through the
provision of analytical testing to
clients

Lifestyle and Environment

• $1.43M to allow sporting
organisations to provide affordable
and accessible sport and recreation
opportunities

Community Development

• $15.7M to assist the thoroughbred
racing industry in the conduct of
race meetings and maintenance of
facilities across the Territory

• $23.7M in Territory and
Commonwealth funds for municipal
and essential services for
outstations and town camps

• $5.76M to develop and build the
capacity and sustainability of the
sporting and active sectors of the
Territory

• $3.7M to support the homeless
through accommodation and
tenancy sustainability programs

• $5.16M for operational grant funding
to support the Northern Territory
Major Events Company

• $2.9M for the Public Housing Safety
Strategy to address antisocial
behaviour and improve the safety of
tenants in public housing complexes

• $2.6M for ongoing sustainable
management of the Territory’s
aquatic resource

• $2.1M for grant funding to support
various community organisations
across the Territory
• $1.2M to deliver tenancy support
programs for public housing tenants
with high and complex needs
• $1.1M in joint Commonwealth and
Territory funding to continue support
to community organisations that

• $1M for remote community sport
and recreation programs under
Closing the Gap programs
• $1M to maintain publicly owned
heritage places
• $0.8M for environmental compliance
initiatives, licensing and compliance
regimes
• $0.78M to develop and implement
renewable energy and climate
change policies and procedures
• $0.73M to support regional and
remote festivals

• $2.21M for grant programs
under the Community Benefit
Fund – community grants, gambling
amelioration and gambling research

• $0.6M for Territory Eco‑link, linking
parks and conservation areas

• $2.1M to support improved
conservation in parks and
Indigenous employment and
education outcomes

• $0.37M for a Research and
Innovation Fund to provide grants
for research, innovation, proof of
concept and scholarships

• $1.95M to ensure that active mining
operations operate in a manner that

• $0.35M to support Territory
representative teams in national
open‑age home and away
competitions

• $0.46M for the Marine Ranger
Program

• $0.25M to establish the Centre
for Renewable Energy at
Charles Darwin University
• $0.2M for climate change grants to
achieve greater energy efficiency
• $0.1M for Territory tourism marketing
support for regional events
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Central Australia
Supporting Business
• $2.7M to operate the Territory
Discoveries call centre providing
tourism bookings and information
on behalf of operators across the
Territory
• $1M to provide new generation
geoscience data and promote
investment under Bringing Forward
Discovery

The Central Australian region, which
occupies 41 per cent of the Territory’s
land area, is home to 18 per cent
of the Territory’s population. There
are about 41 000 people living in
the region, 41 per cent of whom
are Indigenous. Alice Springs, the
main centre in the region, has a
population of about 27 600. The
Central Australian region has a
relatively young population, with
39 per cent aged 24 years or under
and 5.5 per cent aged over 65 years.
The main industries in the central
region include mining, oil and gas,
pastoralism, tourism, defence
and Indigenous arts and culture.
In 2010‑11, the cattle industry
contributed strongly to the regional
economy while a substantial amount
of the Territory’s gold as well as all of
its onshore oil and gas was sourced
from the region.

• $0.75M to Tourism Central Australia
for visitor information services in
Alice Springs, and marketing and
industry enhancement activities for
Alice Springs, Uluru and Barkly
• $0.68M for research and extension
into improved pastoral industry
profitability and sustainability
• $0.43M to operate the Arid Zone
Research Institute, Ti Tree Research
Farm, and upgrade and operate the
Old Man Plains Research Station
• $0.37M to support the livestock
industry by protecting market
access and minimising
establishment of exotic pests and
diseases
• $0.36M for the Territory Business
Centre to provide business advice
and information

• $0.23M to support plant industries
by protecting market access and
minimising establishment of exotic
pests and diseases
• $0.16M to evaluate commercial
opportunities of water re‑use from
urban and commercial waste in
horticultural production systems
• $0.15M to develop new technology
to improve pastoral management
efficiencies
• $75 000 to evaluate new tablegrape
varieties and improve water use
efficiency for producers in the
central arid region

Jobs and Training
• $15.49M for Charles Darwin
University, Batchelor Institute of
Indigenous Tertiary Education
and other providers to deliver
qualifications to Territorians
to develop new skills or build
on existing skills that leads to
employment
• $0.3M in Territory and
Commonwealth funds for the
Indigenous Training Employment
Program to support employment
for Indigenous Territorians of
working age in regional and remote
communities

Tourist attractions in the central
region include Uluru‑Kata Tjuta,
Kings Canyon and the
West MacDonnell Ranges, while the
Indigenous arts and culture industry
is an important source of Indigenous
employment.

Central Australia
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Infrastructure Highlights
• $5.78M to construct a 20‑bed
supported accommodation and
driving offender program centre
at the Alice Springs Correctional
Centre
• $5M to complete the sealing of
Namatjira Drive, Red Centre Way
• $5M for remediation and upgrade
of operating theatres and wards at
Alice Springs Hospital
• $4.73M to upgrade emergency
power, water reticulation
and electrical systems at
Alice Springs Hospital
• $4.67M to continue the relocation
and upgrade of the Emergency
Department at the Alice Springs
Hospital

• $3.5M for headworks to service the
development of Kilgariff
• $1.76M for various minor school
infrastructure upgrades
• $1M to upgrade the facilities at the
Alice Springs Youth Hub on the
Anzac Hill campus including a new
lift and skate ramp
• $0.9M to upgrade the existing
preschool area and student
drop‑off area at Acacia Hill School
• $0.89M for the Araluen Arts Centre
solar power generation project
• $0.7M for installation of a new
chilled-water airconditioning
system at Araluen Arts Centre

• $4.58M to provide new
infrastructure to support an
additional 50 prisoners at the
Alice Springs Correctional Centre

• $0.56M to complete construction
of two eight‑bed transitional care
facilities for children and adults in
Alice Springs

• $4.56M for Alice Springs Hospital
fire protection, airconditioning and
remediation

• $0.37M for the Alice Springs
Hospital cogeneration plant to
reduce energy consumption

Safer Communities
• $47.39M to provide police, fire
and emergency services in the
Central Australia region including
nine police stations, two fire stations
and twelve volunteer groups (fire
and emergency)
• $36.05M for safe and secure
adult custodial services at the
Alice Springs Correctional Centre,
including rehabilitation
• $3.81M for courts to administer
justice for regional and remote
communities. The courts sit in
Papunya, Mutitjulu, Yuendumu,
Ti Tree, Hermannsburg and
Docker River. Registry services are
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• $3.9M for redevelopment of
the Greatorex Building for
Alice Springs Police Station
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provided through the Magistrates
Court in Alice Springs
• $3.57M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in the
Alice Springs region in line with
sentences and orders issued by the
courts and the Parole Board
• $1.56M for safe and secure juvenile
detention at the Alice Springs
Juvenile Detention Centre, including
a range of rehabilitation services
• $1.21M for Sex Offender Treatment,
Indigenous Family Violence,
Elders and Remote Communities
Corrections Officers programs

• $0.36M for expansion of the Dog
Operations Unit kennels
• $0.13M to upgrade teaching
and learning areas at
Ross Park Primary School

Working Future
• $17.8M for Indigenous housing
under the Strategic Indigenous
Housing and Infrastructure
Program, including essential
services infrastructure in Territory
Growth Towns
• $6.4M to construct a new remote
health centre at Ntaria
• $2.5M to upgrade and seal the
existing airstrip at Utopia
• $2.13M to continue upgrading and
sealing the Tanami Road
• $1.87M for a childcare centre at
Ntaria
• $1.75M to upgrade the
health centre at Papunya
• $1.1M to replace the administration
block at the Walungurru School
• $0.3M for land titles, births, deaths
and marriage registration and
Public Trustee services
• $0.23M for alcohol and other drug
intervention programs for adult
offenders

Better Schooling
• $73.99M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools
• $31.33M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools
• $25.7M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools

• $7.94M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools

• $0.16M for upgrades to the
Pmara Jutunta Health Centre at
Ti Tree Six Mile

• $2.86M for the provision of school
buses and special needs transport
for students

• $80 000 for pharmacy upgrades
and fencing at the Yuendumu Health
Centre

• $2.75M for isolated student
education through the Alice Springs
School of the Air and distance
education

Community Development

• $1.92M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers

• $9.9M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support

• $0.57M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student

• $5.06M for continuation of the
Territory and Commonwealth
governments’ Alice Springs
Transformation Plan, including
$4.7 million of Commonwealth
funding in 2012‑13 to enhance
social support services and
implement measures to reduce
homelessness

Better Health
• $231.32M for acute care services,
including patient travel and
aero‑retrieval transport services
• $84.47M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region
• $0.17M for upgrades to the
Alcoota Health Centre

• $18.1M for HOMESTART NT scheme
to assist low to middle‑income
earners to purchase a home

• $4.2M to manage government
employee housing and services
including private head leasing
• $2.2M for upgrades to water
production capacity to support
additional housing and local
implementation plan projects
in Ntaria
• $0.8M to manage the Apmere
Mwerre Visitor Park, a short‑term
accommodation facility
• $0.5M for the Intensive Support
Tenancy Enabling Program to
provide intensive tenancy support
and case management to assist
tenants transitioning from town
camps into urban public housing
• $0.4M for the construction of
an Alice Springs regional waste
management facility

Lifestyle and Environment
• $5.85M for the Alice Springs
Desert Park
• $3.7M for the Water Smart re‑use
tank and treatment
• $1.06M to host the 2012 Alice Springs
Masters Games
• $1M for management of feral camels
• $0.94M in Desert Knowledge
Australia funding for initiatives at the
Desert Knowledge Precinct
• $0.3M for installation of
solar/hybrid power generation at
East Trephina Gorge
• $0.25M for the Water Tank Rebate
Scheme to encourage water
preservation
• $0.2M for the 2013 Imparja Cup
cricket tournament
• $0.16M to support Olive Pink
Botanic Gardens
• $0.12M to monitor surface and
groundwater to enable the
assessment of mining impacts
and requirements for ongoing
management
• $0.12M for water allocation plan
implementation, regulation and
compliance monitoring
• $0.1M for rebates to enable
Alice Springs and Tennant Creek
householders to install appliances
and hardware that meet national
standards for water efficiency
• $75 000 for the Tattersalls’
Finke Desert Race
• $10 000 to assist in the conduct
of weekend race meetings at
Harts Range

Central Australia
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Barkly
Supporting Business
• $0.53M for research and extension
into improved pastoral industry
profitability and sustainability
• $0.43M to support the livestock
industry by protecting market
access and minimising
establishment of exotic pests and
diseases

The Barkly region covers
approximately 24 per cent of the
land area of the Territory and
extends along the Stuart Highway
from Barrow Creek to Elliott and
east across the Barkly Tableland
to Queensland. The population of
the region is around 8200, of whom
66 per cent are Indigenous. The main
centre in the region is Tennant Creek,
with a population of about 3560. A
high proportion of people living in the
region are young, with 43 per cent
aged 24 years and under, and only
5 per cent over the age of 65. Pastoral
and mining‑related activities are the
major contributors to the regional
economy.
Manganese production from the
Bootu Creek mine has added to
regional economic activity and
employment opportunities. The
Barkly and Tennant Creek pastoral
district also accounts for a substantial
proportion of the Territory’s total cattle
industry.

8

Regional Highlights

• $0.3M to provide new generation
geoscience data and promote
investment under Bringing Forward
Discovery
• $0.1M for a local Tourism Industry
Development Officer
• $90 000 to the Tennant Creek
Foundation for visitor and
information services
• $88 000 for the Territory Business
Centre to provide business advice
and information

Jobs and Training
• $4.38M for Charles Darwin
University, Batchelor Institute of
Indigenous Tertiary Education
and other providers to deliver
qualifications to Territorians to
develop new skills or to build
on existing skills that leads to
employment

• $0.1M in Territory and
Commonwealth funds for the
Indigenous Training Employment
Program to support employment
for Indigenous Territorians of
working age in regional and remote
communities

Safer Communities
• $10.01M to provide police, fire
and emergency services in the
Barkly region including three
police stations, one fire station and
three volunteer groups (fire and
emergency)
• $3.38M for the operation of the
Barkly Work Camp in Tennant Creek,
including an additional 24 beds
• $1.4M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in the
Tennant Creek region in line with
sentences and orders issued by the
courts and the Parole Board
• $0.57M for expansion of the
Elders Visiting Program, assisting
offenders’ reintegration into the
community
• $0.53M for Indigenous Family
Violence, Elders and Remote
Communities Corrections Officers
programs

• $0.45M for courts to administer
justice for regional and remote
communities, including at Elliott and
Ali Curung. Registry services are
provided through the courthouse at
Tennant Creek

Infrastructure Highlights

• $0.32M for post‑release support
and accommodation for offenders’
reintegration into the community

• $0.35M to refurbish and upgrade the Tennant Creek Police Station including
provision of a new forensic room

• $0.18M for alcohol and other drug
intervention programs for adult
offenders

Working Future

• $0.15M to expand the Youth
Diversion Unit in Tennant Creek

• $3.7M to upgrade the Emergency Department at Tennant Creek Hospital
including six treatment cubicles, resuscitation area, triage room and
ambulance entrance
• $1.3M for a fire safety upgrade at Tennant Creek Hospital

• $0.3M for various minor school infrastructure upgrades
• $6.17M to construct a new remote health centre at Elliott
• $2.5M to upgrade and seal the existing airstrip at Canteen Creek
• $96 000 to complete the upgrade and seal of 7 kilometres to Urapuntja
Health Centre turn-off on the Sandover Highway

Better Schooling
• $19.71M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools
• $7.57M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools
• $6.54M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools

• $75 000 to upgrade the dental clinic
at the Tennant Creek Primary School

Community Development
• $2M to manage government
employee housing and services
including private head leasing
• $1.4M for HOMESTART NT scheme
to assist low to middle‑income
earners to purchase a home

• $3.59M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools

• $1.3M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support

• $2.08M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers

• $0.29M for the next stage of the
Tennant Creek main drain upgrade
to assist in the management of
mosquitoes carrying disease such
as Dengue Fever and Murray Valley
Encephalitis, and mitigate flood risk

• $0.24M for isolated student
education through distance
education
• $0.11M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student

Better Health
• $16.75M for acute care services
including patient travel
• $8.79M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region
• $0.15M for upgrades to the
Ali Curung Health Centre

• $0.1M for rebates to enable
Alice Springs and Tennant Creek
householders to install appliances
and hardware that meet national
standards for water efficiency
• $10 000 to assist in the conduct
of weekend race meetings at
Brunette Downs

Lifestyle and Environment
• $0.23M to monitor surface and
groundwater to enable the
assessment of mining impacts
and requirements for ongoing
management
• $0.14M for water allocation plan
implementation, regulation and
compliance monitoring for the Barkly
and Katherine regions

Barkly
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Katherine
Supporting Business

Jobs and Training

• $1.39M for research and extension
into improved pastoral industry
profitability and sustainability

• $7.01M for Charles Darwin University,
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous
Tertiary Education and other
providers to deliver qualifications to
Territorians to develop new skills or
build on existing skills that leads to
employment

• $1.02M to operate the Victoria River
and Katherine research stations
• $0.86M to increase productivity,
sustainability and market
opportunities for the mango industry

The Katherine region extends from
the Ord Bonaparte area in the west
to the Gulf of Carpentaria in the east.
The town of Katherine is the main
centre with a population of about
10 000. The region has a population of
about 19 640 people, approximately
55 per cent of whom are Indigenous.
About 40 per cent of the region’s
population is aged 24 years and
under, and 5.5 per cent is aged 65
years and over. Industries in the
region include tourism, mixed farming,
horticulture, pastoralism and mining.
The Xstrata‑operated McArthur River
mine located near Borroloola is one of
the world’s largest providers of zinc
in bulk concentrate form. In recent
years there have been large plantings
of mangoes, rockmelons and other
melons in the region and production
has risen as a result.
Good road and rail infrastructure and
a strategic location have enabled
Katherine to develop as a regional
freight hub, servicing industries in both
the Territory and the Kimberley region.
RAAF Base Tindal is also located
in the region. Tourist attractions
in the Katherine region include
Nitmiluk Gorge, Leliyn (Edith Falls)
and Mataranka.
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• $0.78M to support the livestock
and plant industries by protecting
market access and minimising
establishment of exotic pests and
diseases
• $0.34M to increase the uptake of
sustainable cropping practices
for current and new agricultural
enterprises
• $0.28M for the Territory Business
Centre to provide business advice
and information
• $0.28M to the Katherine Town
Council for visitor information
services
• $0.2M to provide new generation
geoscience data and promote
investment under Bringing Forward
Discovery
• $0.2M to increase productivity,
sustainability and market
opportunities for melons and the
other horticultural industries
• $0.1M for a local Tourism Industry
Development Officer

• $0.2M in Territory and Commonwealth
funds for the Indigenous Training
Employment Program to support
employment for Indigenous
Territorians of working age in regional
and remote communities

Safer Communities
• $22.15M to provide police, fire
and emergency services in the
Katherine region including eleven
police stations, one fire station
and ten volunteer groups (fire and
emergency)
• $2.62M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in the
Katherine and Lajamanu regions
in line with sentences and orders
issued by the courts and the
Parole Board
• $1.12M for courts to administer
justice for regional and remote
communities, including Beswick,
Ngukurr, Timber Creek, Kalkaringi,
Borroloola and Lajamanu. Registry
services are provided through the
courthouse at Katherine

• $0.57M for Indigenous Family
Violence, Elders and Remote
Communities Corrections Officers
programs
• $0.47M for alcohol and other drugs
intervention programs for adult
offenders
• $0.15M to expand the Youth
Diversion Unit in Katherine
• $70 000 for expansion of the
Elders Visiting Program, assisting
offenders’ reintegration into the
community

Better Schooling
• $44.52M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools
• $16.32M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools
• $13.39M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools
• $5.85M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools
• $3.78M for isolated student
education through the
Katherine School of the Air and
distance education
• $1.67M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers
• $1.23M for the provision of school
buses and special needs transport
for students
• $0.31M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student

Better Health
• $38.75M for acute care services
including patient travel
• $22.27M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region

• $0.5M for the replacement of
an emergency generator at the
Katherine District Hospital
• $0.45M for electrical and fire mains
upgrades at the Katherine District
Hospital

Community Development
• $11.7M for construction of
reticulated sewerage to replace
existing septic systems in
Borroloola
• $3M for upgrades to water
production capacity to support
additional housing and local
implementation plan projects in
Lajamanu

Infrastructure Highlights
• $7.7M to construct a 12‑room,
24‑bed accommodation facility at
Katherine Hospital for patients and
their carers
• $5.87M for construction of new
high-level bridges over the
King River and the Cullen River on
the Stuart Highway
• $1.8M for primary school upgrades
at the Kintore Street School
including a new double classroom
early learning centre
• $1.39M for construction of
campground facilities at
Tomato Island campground

• $2.6M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support

• $0.2M to construct a pedestrian
platform at Big Horse Creek boat
ramp in Gregory National Park

• $1.3M for HOMESTART NT scheme
to assist low to middle‑income
earners to purchase a home

• $5.93M to construct a new remote
health centre at Ngukurr

Lifestyle and Environment
• $0.43M for installation of
solar/hybrid power generation at
Bullita in Gregory National Park
• $0.35M for installation of
solar/hybrid power generation
at Walker Creek in Gregory
National Park
• $0.18M for the Marine Ranger
Program
• $0.17M to monitor surface and
groundwater to enable the
assessment of mining impacts
and requirements for ongoing
management
• $0.15M to install composting
toilets at Gurrandalng and Jarnem
campgrounds in Keep River
National Park
• $0.14M for water allocation plan
implementation, regulation and
compliance monitoring for the
Barkly and Katherine regions

Working Future

• $4.63M to upgrade the Lajamanu
airstrip
• $3.56M for a new training facility
to provide Vocational Education
and Training programs at the
Ngukurr Trade Training Centre
• $2.5M to upgrade and seal the
existing airstrip at Yarralin
• $1.6M to upgrade
Kalkarindji School to provide
a new classroom block of four
learning spaces and ablutions
• $0.8M to upgrade the health
centre at Borroloola
• $0.12M to convert Jinumum
campground in Keep River
National Park to a campground
designated for larger groups,
trailers and overflow from existing
campgrounds
• $0.12M to increase campground
capacity and toilet facilities at
Bullita in Gregory National Park
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East Arnhem
Jobs and Training
• $5.97M for Charles Darwin University,
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous
Tertiary Education and other
providers to deliver qualifications to
Territorians to develop new skills or
build on existing skills that leads to
employment

The East Arnhem region covers
East Arnhem Land and includes the
neighbouring Groote Eylandt and
Elcho Island, with the major population
centres of Nhulunbuy and Alyangula.
Access for travellers and freight is
mainly by air or sea as roads to the
region cross very difficult terrain.
The East Arnhem region has a
population of about 16 400, of whom
over 60 per cent are Indigenous.
The main centre, Nhulunbuy, has a
population of around 5000 people.
East Arnhem’s population is
relatively young and dispersed, with
43.5 per cent aged 24 years and
under and about 2.5 per cent aged
65 years and over.
Mining production is the main
economic activity in the region,
including alumina/bauxite production
and manganese. Phase 2 of the
GEMCO expansion project is
expected to commence in 2012 on
Groote Eylandt and will increase
manganese output and create
additional employment opportunities
in the region.
Other industries in East Arnhem
include buffalo farming, aquaculture
and fishing. Traditional Indigenous
cultural experiences, Indigenous art,
and the remote and natural wilderness
attract many tourists to the region.
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• $0.62M in Territory and
Commonwealth funds for the
Indigenous Training Employment
Program to support employment
for Indigenous Territorians of
working age in regional and remote
communities

Safer Communities
• $10.84M to provide police, fire
and emergency services in the
East Arnhem region, including three
police stations, one fire station and
eight volunteer groups
• $1.13M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in the
Groote Eylandt and Nhulunbuy
regions in line with sentences and
orders issued by the courts and the
Parole Board
• $0.45M for courts to administer
justice for regional and remote
communities, including Alyangula,
Nhulunbuy, Numbulwar and
Galiwin’ku. Registry services are

provided through the courthouse at
Nhulunbuy
• $40 000 for facilitation of guidance
and mentoring by respected
community elders within the
correctional centres under Closing
the Gap Initiatives

Better Schooling
• $44.83M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools
• $16.37M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools
• $15.15M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools
• $6.21M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools
• $3.55M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers
• $0.82M for the provision of school
buses and special needs transport
for students
• $0.65M for isolated student
education through distance
education
• $0.31M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student

Better Health

Infrastructure Highlights

• $28.34M for acute care services

• $2.2M for various minor school infrastructure upgrades

including patient travel
• $25.25M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region
• $1.72M for upgrades and extensions
at the Gove District Hospital
• $0.56M for upgrades at the

• $1.2M to construct six two-bedroom units at Gove District Hospital
• $0.65M for continuation of fire upgrades at Gove District Hospital

Working Future
• $100.4M for Indigenous housing under the Strategic Indigenous Housing
and Infrastructure Program, and essential services infrastructure in Territory
Growth Towns

Nhulunbuy Special Care Centre

• $8.67M to upgrade and seal the road from Angurugu to Umbakumba

including security cameras and a

• $8.55M for the Central Arnhem Road upgrade under the Community, Beef
and Mining Roads program

multipurpose shed
• $55 000 for refurbishment of the

• $7.09M to construct a multipurpose police station at Ramingining

Ramingining visiting officers’

• $6.4M to construct a new remote health centre at Galiwinku

quarters

• $6.22M to construct a multipurpose police station at Gapuwiyak

Community Development
• $3M to manage government

• $5.29M for a new training facility and classrooms at Angurugu and
refurbishment of a kitchen at Alyangula to provide for Vocational Education
and Training programs

employee housing and services

• $4.5M to construct a new remote health centre at Milingimbi

including private head leasing

• $2M to upgrade the barge landing and hardstand area at Gapuwiyak

• $1.8M for upgrades to water
production capacity to support

• $1.5M for provision of passing lanes on the Central Arnhem Road

additional housing and

• $1.5M to allow a permanent sworn officer presence by converting the
Numbulwar police post to a police station

local implementation plan projects

• $1M to establish an early learning centre on Elcho Island

in Maningrida

• $0.35M for refurbishment of the health centre at Gapuwiyak

• $1.3M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support
• $0.55M for the ongoing
development of the East Arnhem
Indigenous Fisheries Network

Lifestyle and Environment
• $0.24M for water allocation plan
implementation, regulation and
compliance monitoring for the
Darwin and East Arnhem regions

• $0.25M to monitor surface and
groundwater to enable the
assessment of mining impacts
and requirements for ongoing
management
• $0.18M for the Marine Ranger
Program including financial and
training support to Indigenous
communities, monitoring of
illegal fishing activity, sacred site
protection and community education
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Top End Rural
Supporting Business
• $0.89M to operate the Douglas Daly
Research Farm
• $0.81M to support the livestock
industry by protecting market
access and minimising
establishment of exotic pests and
diseases

The Top End Rural region
encompasses many small communities
and covers the area south of
Palmerston and Litchfield, the Tiwi
Islands, east to East Arnhem and south
to the Katherine region. About 17 000
people live in the region, the majority
of whom are Indigenous. The region’s
population is relatively young, with
46 per cent aged 24 years and under,
and only 4.5 per cent are 65 years and
older. Tourism, horticulture and mining
contribute significantly to the region’s
economic activity.
Mining in the region includes uranium
oxide from the Energy Resources of
Australia (ERA) Ranger mine near
Jabiru, gold from the Crocodile Gold
mine near Pine Creek as well as
iron ore from the Frances Creek mine.
Tourist attractions in the region include
the Litchfield and Kakadu national
parks, as well as the Daly River for
recreational fishing. Other important
industries in the region include
horticulture and agriculture supported
by the Coastal Plains and the
Douglas Daly research farms.

• $0.41M to increase the uptake of
sustainable cropping practices
for current and new agricultural
enterprises
• $0.4M to upgrade facilities and for
operational costs at Beatrice Hill
Farm
• $0.3M to provide new generation
geoscience data and to promote
investment under Bringing Forward
Discovery
• $0.26M to provide technical advice
on improved pasture management
and cattle production
• $0.21M for research to improve
buffalo genetics and reproduction to
increase performance
• $0.17M to enhance hardwood
forestry opportunities for the
semi‑arid tropics

• $0.1M in Territory and
Commonwealth funds for the
Indigenous Training Employment
Program to support employment
for Indigenous Territorians of
working age in regional and remote
communities

Safer Communities
• $10.05M to provide police, fire
and emergency services in the
Top End Rural region including
nine police stations, one fire station
and nine volunteer groups (fire and
emergency)
• $0.41M for courts to administer
justice for regional and remote
communities, including Wadeye,
Daly River and Jabiru. Registry
services are provided through the
Magistrates Court in Darwin
• $0.38M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in the
Wadeye, Jabiru and Tiwi Islands
regions in line with sentences and
orders issued by the courts and the
Parole Board

• $0.1M to increase productivity,
sustainability and market
opportunities for the tropical fruit
and vegetable industries

Better Schooling

• $80 000 to support plant industries
by protecting market access and
minimising establishment of exotic
pests and diseases

• $9.06M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools

• $60 000 to increase productivity,
sustainability and market
opportunities for the mango industry

Jobs and Training
• $5.39M for Charles Darwin University,
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous
Tertiary Education and other
providers to deliver qualifications to
Territorians to develop new skills or
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to build on existing skills that leads
to employment

• $26.43M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools

• $7.06M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools
• $3.6M for the provision of school
buses and special needs transport
for students
• $2.48M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools

• $1.04M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers
• $0.62M for isolated student
education through distance
education

Infrastructure Highlights
• $4.19M to strengthen and widen targeted sections of the Arnhem Highway
• $3.57M to upgrade and seal selected stream crossings on Fog Bay Road
• $0.37M for various minor school infrastructure upgrades

Working Future

• $0.18M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student

• $8.26M for upgrades to Port Keats Road under the Community, Beef and
Mining Roads program

Better Health

• $2.85M for new training facilities at Gunbalunya and Jabiru schools to
provide for Vocational Education and Training programs

• $62.57M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region
• $0.35M to construct a volunteer
first aid post at Dundee Beach

• $2M to upgrade the Wurrumiyanga barge landing
• $0.98M to continue upgrades at the Pirlangimpi Health Centre including
upgrades to consultation rooms, emergency room and handicap compliant
access

Community Development
• $0.3M to manage government
employee housing and services
including private head leasing

programs and studies to develop an
improved rehabilitation plan for the
former Rum Jungle mine site

Lifestyle and Environment

• $0.73M to monitor surface and
groundwater to enable the
assessment of mining impacts
and requirements for ongoing
management

• $1.47M for site maintenance
activities, environmental monitoring

• $0.7M to rehabilitate and protect
Mary River freshwater wetlands

• $0.3M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support

• $0.51M to manage and maintain
Crown land including weeds and
associated buildings
• $0.12M for the Marine Ranger
Program including financial and
training support to Indigenous
communities, monitoring of
illegal fishing activity, sacred site
protection and community education
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Palmerston and Litchfield
Supporting Business
• $3.84M to facilitate major economic
development projects including the
Ichthys LNG project and the Marine
Supply Base
• $0.89M to increase productivity,
sustainability and market
opportunities for the tropical fruit
and vegetable industries

An estimated 50 800 people live in the
Palmerston and Litchfield region, with
31 200 people residing in Palmerston.
Approximately 12 per cent of
Palmerston-Litchfield’s population is
Indigenous. The region has a relatively
young population overall, with
about 39 per cent of the population
aged 24 years and under, and only
4.5 per cent of the population aged
65 years and over.
Industries in the Palmerston and
Litchfield region include aquaculture,
horticulture, cattle and crocodile
farming, defence, liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and helium production. Mango
production is the largest contributor
to the horticultural industry while LNG
is the Territory’s most valuable export
commodity. Recreational fishing is an
important tourism activity in this and
other Top End regions.
The region has significant transport
and logistics infrastructure including
East Arm Wharf, Darwin Business Park
and the Adelaide to Darwin railway
terminals. The region will also become
a services hub with the construction
of the Marine Supply Base and
activities associated with the INPEX
project. The region is also home to
the Australian Army 1st Brigade at
Robertson Barracks.

16 Regional Highlights

• $0.69M to support plant industries
by protecting market access and
minimising establishment of exotic
pests and diseases
• $0.54M to increase productivity,
sustainability and market
opportunities for the mango industry
• $0.31M to increase sustainability
development and market
opportunities for the amenity
horticulture and lifestyle industries
• $0.21M to operate the Coastal Plains
research farm
• $90 000 to support the livestock
industry by protecting market access
and minimising establishment of
exotic pests and diseases

Jobs and Training
• $6.47M for Charles Darwin University,
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous
Tertiary Education and other
providers to deliver qualifications to
Territorians to develop new skills or
build on existing skills that leads to
employment

Safer Communities
• $51.8M for safe and secure
custodial services at Darwin
Correctional Centre
• $15.15M to provide police, fire and
emergency services in the Palmerston
and Litchfield region including a
Police Beat office, two police stations,
two fire stations and seven volunteer
groups (fire and emergency)

• $6.08M for safe and secure juvenile
detention at the Don Dale Juvenile
Detention Centre, including a range
of rehabilitation services
• $2.45M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in
the Palmerston region in line with
sentences and orders issued by the
courts and the Parole Board
• $1.52M for Sex Offender Treatment,
Indigenous Family Violence and
Elders programs for rehabilitation of
Indigenous offenders, and Remote
Communities Corrections Officers
programs

Better Schooling
• $73.33M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools
• $34.56M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools
• $23.13M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools
• $8.99M for the provision of school
buses and special needs transport
for students
• $8.75M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools
• $3.03M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers
• $1.16M for isolated student
education through distance
education
• $0.61M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student
• $0.25M to expand enrolment and
attendance initiatives, with eight more
attendance and truancy officers

Infrastructure Highlights

Homelessness to construct new
housing in Bellamack and Zuccoli
for families at risk of homelessness

• $81M for early works, connection
of essential services, and to begin
the construction of the Marine
Supply Base

• $10.3M to begin construction of the
Palmerston Hospital

• $47.57M for residential development
including the delivery of affordable
dwellings approved under the
National Rental Affordability Scheme

• $8.5M for duplication of Howard
Springs Road from Stuart Highway
to Whitewood Road and associated
upgrades to Gunn Point Road

• $15.94M for headworks for new
suburbs at Palmerston East
including road infrastructure, power,
sewerage and street lighting

• $4.8M for siteworks at Blaydin Point
for the Middle Arm Industrial
Precinct

• $2.23M for various minor school
infrastructure upgrades
• $2M to upgrade facilities for
special education classes at
Palmerston Senior College
• $1.85M to construct the
Wangi Visitor Centre facility in the
Litchfield National Park
• $1.29M to upgrade and seal
6 kilometres of Litchfield Road
• $1M for site works associated with

• $3.68M to complete the
Berrimah Road rail overpass

the construction of a 25 metre,

• $2.75M for a new special education
centre at Taminmin College

a children’s wet play area in the

• $11.5M to continue headworks
for the new Doug Owston
Correctional Facility

• $2.46M for further environmental
and safety upgrades to enclose the
conveyor at East Arm Wharf

• $0.44M to construct an adventure

• $10.6M as part of the National
Partnership Agreement on

• $2.38M to construct seven
two‑bedroom units in Rosebery

• $15.5M for the first stage of
water supply infrastructure at the
Middle Arm Industrial Precinct

eight-lane swimming pool and
rural area
playground, improved walking
tracks, biking trails and picnic
facilities at Howard Springs
Nature Park

Better Health
• $3.59M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region

Community Development
• $19M for HOMESTART NT scheme
to assist low to middle‑income
earners to purchase a home
• $8.4M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support

Lifestyle and Environment
• $6.2M for the Territory Wildlife Park
• $2.3M to operate the new
Palmerston Water Park
• $0.5M for infrastructure works at
Freds Pass Reserve
• $0.4M to manage and maintain
sporting and other infrastructure at
Freds Pass Reserve
• $0.25M to upgrade existing
toilet facilities and construct
change rooms at Buley Rockhole,
Litchfield National Park
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Darwin
Supporting Business
• $1.9M for the Territory Business
Centre to provide business advice
and information
• $0.79M to Tourism Top End for visitor
information services in Darwin and
marketing/industry enhancement
activities for Darwin, Kakadu,
Katherine and Arnhem Land
• $0.6M to provide international
marketing support for Jetstar

Darwin is the Territory’s capital
city and the main population
and administrative centre. About
77 300 people live in Darwin, which
is approximately 34 per cent of the
Territory’s population. Approximately
10 per cent of Darwin’s population
is Indigenous. Although having a
relatively young population, with
34 per cent aged 24 years and under,
Darwin also has the highest proportion
of population aged over 65 years of
the Territory regions, at 7 per cent.
Major industries in Darwin include
tourism, government administration,
defence and construction. In addition
to its own tourist attractions, Darwin
is also the gateway to Kakadu and
Litchfield national parks. Recreational
fishing also contributes a large amount
to overall tourism activity.
The Northern Territory Public Sector
is a large employer in the region
and Darwin is an important centre
for defence with a number of bases,
including the patrol boat base
HMAS Coonawarra, RAAF Base
Darwin and Defence Establishment
Berrimah.

• $0.35M for works at Frances Bay
Mooring Basin including drainage
works, installation of a small boat
ramp and installation of boom gates
to secure access

Jobs and Training
• $26.49M for Charles Darwin
University, Batchelor Institute of
Indigenous Tertiary Education
and other providers to deliver
qualifications to Territorians

Safer Communities
• $224.09M to provide police, fire and
emergency services in the Darwin
region including three Police Beat
offices, two police stations, three
fire stations, one volunteer group
(fire and emergency) and a police
college and forensic laboratory
• $3.43M to provide assessment,
monitoring and supervision services
to community‑based clients in the
Darwin and Casuarina regions
• $1.88M for supported
accommodation, treatment and
program centres for residential and
outreach adult offenders
• $1.13M for expansion of education,
training, programs and community
work opportunities for adult
offenders

18 Regional Highlights

• $0.6M for the Darwin Area Night
Patrol, a community‑operated
night patrol service for Darwin and
Palmerston
• $0.26M for alcohol and other drugs
intervention programs for adult
offenders
• $0.1M grant for the delivery of the
Water Safety Awareness Program,
which provides free water safety
sessions for children under
five years of age

Better Schooling
• $143.68M for primary school
education in government and
non‑government schools
• $67.38M for middle years education
in government and non‑government
schools
• $65.12M for senior years education
and Vocational Education and
Training in Schools in government
and non‑government schools
• $23.05M for the provision of school
buses and special needs transport
for students
• $12.72M for preschool education in
government and non‑government
schools
• $4.06M for early childhood
programs including Families as
First Teachers
• $3.8M to establish an Education
Transition centre to co-locate
a range of transition support
programs and services for
disengaged 12 to 17 year olds,
including an expanded attendance
and truancy program
• $2.16M for isolated student
education through distance
education
• $1.19M to provide back to school
vouchers of $75 per student

Infrastructure Highlights
• $37.79M for a high voltage electrical
system, chiller and stand‑by power
upgrade at Royal Darwin Hospital
• $22.02M to increase the number of
beds in the Emergency Department
and Short Stay Unit and to provide
an additional two operating theatres
at the Royal Darwin Hospital
• $11.55M for the Stokes Hill Wharf
restoration
• $9.14M for the Tiger Brennan Drive
duplication – Dinah Beach Road to
Woolner Road
• $6.15M for pontoon replacement
and sheet pile wall upgrades at
Cullen Bay

• $5.32M to complete construction of
a 50‑unit patient accommodation
complex at Royal Darwin Hospital
• $3.86M to construct 11 one and
two-bedroom units in the northern
suburbs
• $2.7M to complete a new fire
station, urban search and rescue
equipment storage facility and
facilities for Darwin’s Emergency
Service volunteer unit at Berrimah
• $2.4M for the Vanderlin Drive
duplication – Patterson Street to
Mueller Road
• $2.39M for a pontoon at
Fort Hill Wharf to improve safety
access to pilot and cruise vessels
• $2M to expand school facilities for
years 7 to 12 at Henbury School

Better Health

Lifestyle and Environment

• $475.41M for acute care services
including patient travel, road and
aero‑retrieval transport services

• $17.38M for operational grant
funding to support the Darwin
Waterfront Corporation

• $224.33M for non‑acute health and
community services in the region

• $2.8M to stage the Arafura Games
in May 2013

Community Development

• $1.45M for the V8 Supercars
Championships including the
Race and Rock Concert

• $16.6M to manage urban public
housing and services including
tenancy support
• $7.2M for HOMESTART NT scheme
to assist low to middle‑income
earners to purchase a home

• $1M to support the Darwin Festival
• $0.8M for monitoring and research
activities in Darwin Harbour

• $2M to strengthen selected urban
arterial roads
• $1.2M for 16 training college
accommodation units at the
Peter McAulay Centre
• $1M to construct a new footpath
linking tourist accommodation
at the Darwin Airport to the
Marrara Stadium under the
Green Heart of Darwin program
• $1M to upgrade the Youth Justice
Court in Nichols Place
• $0.8M for a new stand‑alone
back‑up generator connected
to the main ward block at Royal
Darwin Hospital
• $0.5M to construct a fishing
platform at Rapid Creek under the
Green Heart of Darwin program

• $0.68M to host the Australian
Superbikes at Hidden Valley Motor
Sports Complex
• $0.3M to host a pre‑season
Brumbies rugby union match
• $0.25M for habitat mapping of
Darwin Harbour
• $70 000 to support Indigenous
engagement in marine research and
management through scholarships
and traineeships at Charles Darwin
University

• $2.6M to manage government
employee housing and services
including private head leasing
• $1.2M to operate a transitional
accommodation facility at Crerar
Road
• $0.2M for grants to animal welfare
organisations to improve animal
wellbeing, raise community
awareness, and improve animal
management practices
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