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	Purpose
	To prescribe agency reporting obligations in accordance with the Australian Government finance statistics framework

	Last reviewed
	Not applicable

	Operative date
	Commencing from 22 February 2018
Not retrospective

	References
	Guidance document – COFOG-A (recommended to be read in conjunction with this Treasurer’s Direction)


What is COFOG-A?
The classification of the functions of government – Australia (COFOG-A) forms part of the Australian Government finance statistics framework which:
measures the financial activity of governments
provides detailed classification of financial data, allowing governments to make better budgetary and policy decisions.
COFOG-A is used consistently by all governments to classify and group government expenditure according to the type of government function or purpose of the expenditure.
Classifying expenditure
An accountable officer must classify all agency expenditure in line with COFOG-A reporting requirements, using the Australian System of Government Finance Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods – 2015 manual, issued by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.
Reporting requirements
Actual reporting
An accountable officer must submit an annual COFOG-A return based on actual expenditure during a specified period.
The annual COFOG-A return must be:
coded at four-digit class level
in the format prescribed in Appendix A 
or in accordance with instructions from Department of Treasury and Finance.


Budget reporting
An accountable officer must submit an annual COFOG-A return based on budgeted expenditure for the current and next budget years.
The annual COFOG-A return must be:
coded at four-digit class level
in the format prescribed in Appendix B 
or in accordance with instructions from Department of Treasury and Finance.
 Exclusions
An accountable officer may be excluded from submitting a COFOG-A return, where advised by the Department of Treasury and Finance.

	Appendices

	Appendix A
	COFOG-A actual return

	Appendix B
	COFOG-A budget return
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